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ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMNENT2024

BUSINESSES

UNDER

CONSTRUCTION

DOWNTOWN INDIO

The Place

Disco Rabbit (Formally known as Melt)

Saguaro Coffee

Culture Cannabis 

Donna Forte

Desert Beer Co

Everbloom Coffee

BUSINESSES

OPENED IN

DOWNTOWN

SINCE 2021

DOWNTOWN INDIO

Gabino’s Creperie 

Papa Headz (Ghost Kitchen with

Gabino’s)

Indio Taphouse

Italica

True Awakening Studios

Little Street Music Hall

Encore Coffee

Rocks and Records

Victoria’s Cafe

BUSINESS ATTRACTION

The Economic Development
Department is at full capacity with
operational city-owned spaces.



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT2024

BUSINESS

COMMUNICATIONS

EVENTS

Increased communications with businesses for events

In person communications speaking with owners directly 

Business letters

Event posters

Email communication

INDIO

IMPACT

Business-focused email newsletter

distributed to business owners

INDIO

BUSINESS

CONNECT

Fostering a strong and resilient

business environment for City of Indio

businesses



Launched in April 2024, the Economic Development

department launched “Indio Impact,” a newsletter focused

on sharing news specifically related and helpful to our

business community. Content focuses on important city

updates, business support programs, resources, shop local

initiatives and programming, and more. 

ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT2024

INDIO IMPACT NEWSLETTER

List Growth:

April 2024: 583

December 2024: 1,255



Fully funded by the City’s Economic Development Department, the City of Indio

launched Indio Business Connect (IBC) at the 2024 State of the City.  IBC offers a

comprehensive range of services, resources, and events—all designed to empower

local businesses, fuel growth, and strengthen the overall economic vitality of Indio.

This innovative initiative is a reflection of the City’s commitment to building a

strong, resilient, and prosperous business environment. 

This program is a reflection of Indio's ongoing commitment to fostering a strong

and resilient business environment. By joining this newly launched program, new

businesses will automatically gain free membership to IBC, unlocking exclusive

benefits such as networking opportunities, access to business development

resources, and invitations to special events aimed at promoting collaboration and

innovation. IBC is not just a support system—it's a pathway to building lasting

relationships within the local business ecosystem, helping members stay

informed, grow their customer base, and navigate challenges with the backing of

the City’s dedicated support network.

The Indio Business Connect is in partnership with:

ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT2024

INDIO BUSINESS CONNECT



ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT

I-10 AUTO MALL

Through a strategic SWOT (Strengths,

weaknesses, opportunities and threats)

analysis session held in June 2024, the

Economic Development team was able

to encourage the reassembly of the I-10

Auto Mall dealer’s association which

now has monthly events with city staff. 



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT2024

INDUSTRY

RELATIONSHIPS

The Economic Development team actively engages

with key community business stakeholders by

hosting monthly industry meetings with

commercial real estate professionals, banks, and

downtown businesses. These meetings serve as a

platform to discuss city updates, upcoming projects,

and initiatives that impact these vital sectors. By

fostering open dialogue, the team gathers feedback

on how the city can better support their needs,

whether through streamlined processes, new

resources, or collaborative opportunities.

Additionally, these meetings provide a forum to

explore sponsorship opportunities, event

participation, and strategies to enhance economic

vitality, ensuring a thriving and connected business

community.



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT2024

BUILDING

BEAUTIFICATION

PROGRAM

As the City of Indio continues its renaissance and

revitalization efforts in the Downtown Specific Plan Area,

the City is engaging one of its most valuable assets —

storefront businesses.

Downtown Building Beautification Applications Awarded: $508,190

Downtown Building Beautification Applications In Process: $150,000

Before: After:



RIBBON

CUTTINGS

RIBBON CUTTINGS2024

STUDIO B

APRIL 9, 2025

TRUE AWAKENING

STUDIOS

FEBRUARY 29, 2024

MILES AVENUE

DOG PARK

MARCH 6, 2024

INDIO TAPHOUSE

MARCH 26, 2024



RIBBON CUTTINGS2024

CENTER STAGE

APRIL 17, 2024

SUNNY SOUNDS &

REPAIRLAND

JULY 11, 2024

HAPPY ALLEY

APRIL 4, 2024

COLLEGE OF THE

DESERT INDIO

CAMPUS - OASIS

CAFE 

NOVEMBER 6, 2024



GROUNDBREAKING

EVENTS

GROUNDBREAKING EVENTS2024

INDIO CITY HALL

JANUARY 7, 2024

SKYLINE AT BLISS

AND OASIS

MAY 30, 2024



COMMUNICATIONS

& MARKETING

COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING2024

SOCIAL

MEDIA

PRESS

RELEASES

MEDIA

INTERVIEWS &

MONITORING

BRAND

DEVELOPMENT



2024 MEDIA COVERAGE
(sampling of media clips)

COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING2024



COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING2024



EVENTS & ACTIVATIONS2024

EVENTS &

ACTIVATIONS

Following Strategic Plan goals, City Council

direction and community input, the EDD

department planned and/or supported a

variety of events and activations within our

community in 2024.  



EVENTS & ACTIVATIONS2024

SONIDOS
STAFF PUT TOGETHER SONIDOS BETWEEN WEEKEND 1 AND WEEKEND 2 OF

COACHELLA FOR THE COMMUNITY TO ENJOY A FREE EVENT

KICKED OFF THE OPENING OF CENTER STAGE IN DOWNTOWN INDIO

FOCUSED ON LOCAL BANDS AND HIGHLIGHTED THE TALENT IN OUR

COMMUNITY 

INCLUDED A FREE DRONE SHOW



NEW EVENTS IN 2024

EVENTS & ACTIVATIONS2024

THE CITY OF INDIO HOSTED ITS INAUGURAL INDEPENDENCE

DAY BLOCK PARTY ON JULY 5, 2024 IN DOWNTOWN INDIO. THIS

EVENT FEATURED A DRONE SHOW FOR THE COMMUNITY THAT

WAS NOT ONLY SUSTAINABLE BUT IN SUPPORT OF OUR

ANIMAL AND VETERAN COMMUNITY. 



AMERICAN IDOL WINNER

INDIO’S ABI CARTER

EVENTS & ACTIVATIONS2024

THE CITY OF INDIO HOTSED 2 EVENTS FOR INDIO’S ABI CARTER: A SEND OFF CONCERT IN

MARCH AND THEN A HOMETOWN VISIT IN MAY, IN COORDINATION WITH AMERICAN IDOL.

THESE EVENTS PROVED TO BE VERY SUCCESSFUL AS ABI CARTER NOT ONLY WON SEASON 22,

BUT INDIO RECEIVED A LOT OF SUBSTANTIAL PRESS AND MEDIA COVERAGE. OVER 8,000

PEOPLE CAME TO DOWNTOWN INDIO FOR THE HOMETOWN VISIT PARADE AND CONCERT.



NEW EVENTS IN 2024

EVENTS & ACTIVATIONS2024

STAFF WERE PROUD TO HOST DIA DE LOS MUERTOS EVENT FOR THE COMMUNITY IN

DOWNTOWN INDIO. THE EVENT FEATURED A SHOWING OF “COCO” AND AN OFRENDA

FOR THE COMMUNITY TO PARTAKE IN, AS WELL AS FREE FACE PAINTING. 



NEW EVENTS IN 2024

EVENTS & ACTIVATIONS2024

MOVIE NIGHT AT CENTER STAGE WAS ADDED IN SEPTEMBER AND

HAS SINCE BECOME A MONTHLY EVENT IN DOWNTOWN INDIO. 

THIS EVENT ACTIVATES THE STAGE MID-WEEK AND WILL BE 

HELD ON THE SECOND THURSDAY OF EVERY 

MONTH IN 2025. 



FROM LARGE-SCALE FESTIVALS TO RECURRING

LOCAL FAVORITES, THOUSANDS OF RESIDENTS AND

VISITORS ARE MAKING THEIR WAY DOWNTOWN TO

EXPERIENCE THE ENERGY, FOOD, AND FUN.

2024/25 EVENT ATTENDANCE

EVENTS & ACTIVATIONS2024

BBQ FESTIVAL: 7,500 ATTENDEES ANNUALLY

CHELLA:  3,000 ATTENDEES ANNUALLY

MOVIE NIGHTS: 200 ATTENDEES EACH MONTH

FOOD TRUCK FRIDAYS: 1,000+ ATTENDEES WEEKLY

THESE EVENTS HAVE BROUGHT NEW VISITORS TO

DOWNTOWN INDIO WHO HADN’T COME IN YEARS!


