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INTRODUCTION 
In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code 
Sections 21000–21177), this Initial Study has been prepared to determine potentially significant 
impacts upon the environment resulting from the proposed Avenue 50 Improvement Project 
from Jefferson Street to Botella Place (Project). In accordance with Section 15063 of the State 
CEQA Guidelines, this Initial Study is an analysis by the City of Indio (City) as Lead Agency, in 
consultation with the City of La Quinta as Responsible Agency, to inform the Lead Agency 
decision makers, Responsible Agencies, other affected agencies, and the public of potential 
environmental impacts associated with the implementation of the proposed Project. 

Organization of the Initial Study 
The Initial Study is organized as follows: 

• Introduction, which provides the context for the review along with applicable citation 
pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines. 

• City of Indio Environmental Initial Study, the City of Indio form that provides the 
Project Description, a brief discussion of the existing environmental setting, and an 
environmental impact assessment consisting of an environmental checklist and 
accompanying analysis for responding to checklist questions. 

• References, which includes a list of reference sources. 

• List of Initial Study Preparers, which identifies those responsible for preparation of this 
Initial Study and other parties contacted during the preparation of the Initial Study. 

Environmental Process 
The environmental process being undertaken as part of the proposed Project began with the 
initial project and environmental research. The Initial Study and Draft Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (IS/MND) will be subject to a 30-day public review period. During this review period, 
public and agency comments on the document relative to environmental issues should be 
addressed to:  

Juan Raya, PE, City Engineer 
 City of Indio Public Works Department 
 100 Civic Center Mall 
 Indio, CA 92201  

Comments received during that time will be considered as part of the Project’s environmental 
review and will be included with the Initial Study document for consideration by the Indio City 
Council. If the City Council determines that the Project will have no significant long-term, 
unmitigable environmental effects, a Mitigated Negative Declaration will be adopted for the 
Project. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL INITIAL STUDY 
 
1. Project Title: Avenue 50 Improvement Project from Jefferson Street to Botella Place 
 
2. Lead Agency City of Indio 
 Name & Address: Public Works Department 
   100 Civic Center Mall 

Indio, CA 92201 
 
3. Contact Person  Juan Raya, PE, City Engineer  
 & Phone Number:  (760) 541-4225 
 
4. Project Location:  Improvements to Avenue 50 extend from the intersection of Jefferson 

Street and Avenue 50 to the intersection of Botella Place and Avenue 50. The centerline of 
Avenue 50 between Jefferson Street and Madison Street is the city limit between the City of 
Indio (Indio) to the north and the City of La Quinta (La Quinta) to the south. (Figure 1 – 
Regional Location Map and Figure 2 – Aerial Map) 

 
5. Project Sponsor: City of Indio 
 Name & Address: Public Works Department 

100 Civic Center Mall 
Indio, CA 92201 
 
City of La Quinta 
78-495 Calle Tampico 
La Quinta, CA 92253 

 
6. General Plan Designation: 

 
City of Indio 
The Indio General Plan (IGP) Mobility Element designates the Project’s roadway segment –
Avenue 50 – as “4-Lane Boulevard with Median or Center Left-Turn Lane” in the Circulation 
Plan (IGP, Figure 4-3). The IGP Mobility Element uses the designations “Boulevards” and 
“Secondary Highways”. Boulevards are identified as a specific street typology in the IGP, which 
have the following attributes (IGP, Table 4-2): 

• Boulevards (also referred to as Secondary Highways) should have two to four travel 
lanes and a median. 

• Bicycle lanes should be provided. 

• Off-street bicycle parking should be provided in retail areas. 

• Bike racks may be provided within the public right-of-way and encouraged on private 
property. 
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• Traffic calming devices, such as curb extensions (bulbouts) or enhanced pedestrian 
crossing may be implemented. 

• Street furniture shall be oriented toward the businesses. 

• Mid-block pedestrian crossings could be provided at appropriate locations (e.g. where 
sight distance is adequate and speeds are appropriate). 

• On-street vehicle parking should be provided. In areas with high parking demand, 
innovative parking management techniques should be implemented / considered. 

• Pedestrians should be “buffered” from vehicle traffic using landscaping or parked 
vehicles. 

Avenue 50 is also classified as a Class IV Separated Bikeway or Cycle Track. Class IV 
Separated Bikeway or Cycle Track provides a protected lane for one-way bike travel on a street 
or highway. There are also trails designated along Avenue 50 (IGP, Figure 4-1). Implementation 
of the Project will be consistent with the IGP Mobility Element Circulation Plan. 

The IGP Land Use Element designates land adjacent to northeast corner of the Jefferson 
Street/Avenue 50 intersection as Neighborhood Center (NC). Along the Indio portion of the 
alignment, the IGP Land Use Element designates the adjacent properties as Suburban 
Neighborhood High (SN), Desert Estates Transition (DET), Parks and Open Space (OS), 
Neighborhood Center (NC), and Festival District (FD). See Figure 3 – General Plan Land Use 
Map. Implementation of the Project will not require a change to existing IGP land use 
designations. 

City of La Quinta 
The La Quinta General Plan (LQGP) Circulation Element designates the segment of Avenue 50 
as Primary Arterial (4D) (LQGP, Exhibit II-2). Primary Arterial is defined as four-lanes, divided, 
Class II bike/NEV lane, multi-use paths. (LQGP, p. II-121). Primary Arterials shall maintain the 
following minimum standards, as approved by the City Engineer (LQGP, p. II-124): 

• The minimum intersection spacing shall be 1,060 feet 
• Design speed shall be 45 mph 
• Left turn median cuts may be authorized if the proposed turn pocket does not interfere 

with other existing or planned left turn pockets. 
• Right in-right out access driveways shall exceed the following minimum separation 

distance (in all cases, distances shall be measured between the curb returns): 
o More than 250 feet on the approach leg to a full turn intersection; 
o More than 150 feet on the exit leg from a full turn intersection; 
o More than 275 feet between driveways. 

The LQGP Land Use Element designates the land adjacent to the alignment as General 
Commercial, Low Density Residential, Open Space – Natural, and Open Space – Recreation. 
(Figure 3). Implementation of the Project will not require a change to existing LQGP land use 
designations. 
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7. Zoning: 
 
City of Indio 
As shown on Figure 4 – Zoning Map, areas adjacent to the Project are zoned: Neighborhood 
Center (NC), Specific Plan/Project Master Plan (SP/PMP), Suburban Neighborhood-8 (SN-8), 
Mobile Home (MH), Desert Estates Transition-3 (DET-3), Desert Estates-1 (DE-1), and Parks 
and Open Space (OS). Implementation of the Project will not require a change to existing 
zoning. 
 
City of La Quinta 
La Quinta zoning for areas adjacent to the Project are: Neighborhood Commercial with 
Equestrian Overlay, Low Density Residential with Equestrian Overlay, Low Density Residential, 
Golf Course, Very Low Density Residential with Equestrian Overlay, and Floodplain. 
Implementation of the Project will not require a change to existing zoning. (Figure 4) 
 
8. Description of Project: 
 
Background 
Indio continues to experience significant growth in population, jobs, and multiple festivals that 
bring people to the city each year. Improvements to Indio’s transportation infrastructure are 
required to meet the city’s mobility needs, which include a desire to have better options to safely 
walk, bicycle, and ride transit, in addition to traveling by automobile.   

Recognizing this need, Indio proposes to improve a portion of Avenue 50 from Jefferson Street 
to Botella Place to its ultimate IGP configuration as well as construct drainage improvements 
consistent with Indio's Master Drainage Plan (MDP). The MDP recommends use of infiltration 
trenches along street parkways for street runoff and the Project proposes underground 
retention/ infiltration basins to store and infiltrate street runoff. The proposed roadway 
improvements in La Quinta are also consistent with the LQGP configuration.  

Project Summary 
The Avenue 50 Improvement Project from Jefferson Street to Botella Place (hereinafter the 
Project) entails the improvement of Avenue 50 from the intersection of Avenue 50 and Jefferson 
Street to the intersection of Avenue 50 and Botella Place, a distance of approximately 2.5 miles. 
Avenue 50 is oriented in an east-west direction. The southern portion of Avenue 50 between 
Jefferson Street and Madison Street (approximately a mile) is within the City of La Quinta while 
the remaining roadway portions are within Indio.  

Existing conditions generally include a three-lane roadway and incomplete segments of 
sidewalks or trails. Proposed improvements generally include widening Avenue 50 from one 
travel lane to two travel lanes in each direction, closing gaps in existing sidewalks and trails, and 
constructing a Class IV bike lane, curb and gutter, and drainage improvements per the Indio 
MDP. New streetlights are proposed in Indio. No landscaping is proposed. Details are provided 
below and shown on Figure 5 – Potential Right-of-Way Acquisition and Figures 6a-6o – 
Street Improvement Plans.   
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Project Details 
Avenue 50 at Jefferson Street  
The existing intersection is signalized. Avenue 50 east of Jefferson Street is a three-lane road 
with two eastbound travel lanes and one westbound travel lane. In the westbound direction, the 
intersection includes one dedicated left-turn lane, one through lane, and one dedicated right-
turn lane. There is an existing sidewalk on the north (westbound) side of Avenue 50 and curb 
and gutter on each side. Improvements are proposed east of Jefferson Street. The Project 
proposes to repave (grind and overlay) and restripe the existing paved street. No changes to 
vehicle lanes are proposed in the eastbound direction. In the westbound direction, a second left-
turn lane is proposed.  

Proposed pedestrian and bicycle improvements extending approximately 300 feet east of the 
intersection include installation of a 6-foot-wide striped bicycle lane in each direction, a 6-foot-
wide curb-adjacent decomposed granite (DG) trail on the south side and the existing curb 
returns at the northeast and southeast corners of the intersection and public driveways will be 
removed and replaced with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)-compliant curb ramps. Private 
driveway reconstruction is also proposed at a typical width of 24 feet and will include ADA-
compliant curb ramps. Existing utility vaults in the existing right-of-way (ROW) will be avoided to 
the extent feasible but may be relocated as needed to accommodate DG trail construction. 
Additionally, existing water and sewer manholes located within the street will be adjusted to 
match the proposed street grade. 

No new landscaping is proposed; however, any existing landscaping (including trees) that is 
located within the existing ROW may be removed and replaced. 

ROW acquisition, construction easements, and drainage improvements are proposed, as 
described further below.  

Avenue 50 from Jefferson Street to Madison Street 
The existing street segment is primarily a three-lane road with two eastbound travel lanes and 
one westbound travel lane. In the eastbound direction, the two travel lanes transition to one lane 
at Fimbres/Statewide Lane with a center turn lane that transitions back to two travel lanes 
approaching the intersection with Madison Street. Near the intersections of Avenue 50 at 
Jefferson Street and Madison Street, small sections of existing 6-foot-wide sidewalk are present 
on the northern side. Existing curb and gutter is present along each end of the street segment, 
located in front of existing developments. On the southern side, there is an existing curb and 
gutter and a DG trail along the frontage of the Mountain View Country Club.  

The proposed improvements include the repaving and widening of Avenue 50 to its IGP and 
LQGP ultimate width of 100-feet to accommodate two travel lanes in each direction. Street 
widening will vary up to approximately 20-feet and include an 8-foot-wide Class IV protected 
bicycle lane for one-way bike travel on each side of the street separated by a 3-foot-wide bike 
buffer, portions of which are raised concrete and portions of which are striped. The raised 
concrete bike buffer will include openings at the approaches for driveways and intersections. 
The westbound bicycle lane will merge with a 10-foot-wide off-street multi-purpose trail 
(concrete) approximately one-quarter mile west of Madison Street. A 7-foot-wide concrete 
median is proposed beginning approximately 930 feet east of the intersection with Jefferson 
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Street that transitions to a striped center turning lane near Ventana Circle/Verano Drive to the 
intersection with Madison Street.  

On the north side, proposed pedestrian improvements include installation of a 6-foot-wide 
concrete sidewalk that transitions to the proposed 10-foot-wide concrete multi-purpose trail 
approximately one-quarter mile west of Madison Street.   

On the south side, proposed pedestrian improvements include a 6-foot-wide curb-adjacent DG 
trail approximately 1,700 linear feet that closes the gap with the existing DG trail.  

Private driveway reconstruction is also proposed at a typical width of 24 feet and will include 
ADA-compliant curb ramps. ADA-compliant curb ramps are also proposed at public driveways. 
Existing utilities such as vaults, fire hydrants, and Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) 
irrigation standpipes in the existing ROW will be avoided to the extent feasible but may be 
relocated as needed within the Project footprint shown on Figure 2. Mailbox and gate 
relocations will also be required. Along a portion of the northern side, the existing overhead 
power poles for the Imperial Irrigation District (IID) electrical distribution lines will be removed 
and the lines undergrounded. Additionally, existing water and sewer manholes located within 
the street will be adjusted to match the proposed street grade. Lastly, an existing CVWD 
waterline that is 18-inches in diameter will be relocated within ROW.  

No new landscaping is proposed; however, any existing landscaping (including trees) that are 
located within the existing ROW may be removed and replaced. 

ROW acquisition, construction easements, and drainage improvements are proposed, as 
described further below.  

Avenue 50 at Madison Street 
The existing intersection is signalized. Avenue 50 at Madison Street is a 4-lane roadway. The 
eastbound roadway includes two through lanes that merge east of the intersection, one left-turn 
lane, and one right-turn lane. The westbound roadway includes two through lanes that merge 
west of the intersection, one left-turn lane and one right-turn lane. West of Madison Street, there 
is an existing 10-foot-wide sidewalk on the north side that transitions down to 6-feet-wide and 
curb and gutter in each direction. East of Madison Street, there is an existing 6-foot-wide 
sidewalk and curb and gutter on each side.  

The Project proposes to repave (grind and overlay) and restripe the existing paved street with 
two-through lanes in each direction. No street widening is proposed at the intersection. In the 
eastbound direction, the dedicated right-turn lane is proposed to be removed and replaced with 
a combined through and right-turn lane. Proposed bicycle improvements include a 6-foot-wide 
to 8-foot-wide bicycle lane on each side of the street. The bicycle lane on the north side will 
merge with the proposed 10-foot-wide off-street multi-purpose trail (concrete) approximately 120 
feet west of Madison Street.  

The existing sidewalk will remain at the northwest corner of the intersection. Proposed 
pedestrian improvements near the northwest corner of the intersection include the installation of 
the 10-foot-wide multi-purpose trail approximately 120 feet west of the intersection. On the 



 

  Page 7 of 99 

southwest corner of the intersection, proposed improvements include installation of a 6-foot-
wide concrete trail that transitions to a 6-foot-wide curb-adjacent DG trail approximately 75 feet 
west the intersection. The existing sidewalk will remain at the northeast corner of the 
intersection while the sidewalk on the southeast corner will be replaced with a 12-foot-wide 
sidewalk.  

ROW acquisition, construction easements, and drainage improvements are proposed, as 
described further below.  

Avenue 50 from Madison Street to Monroe Street 
The existing street segment east of the intersection is a three-lane road with one travel lane in 
each direction and a striped center turn lane. There is an existing segment of 6-foot wide 
sidewalk and curb and gutter on the north side of the road extending approximately 230 feet 
east of the intersection and an existing 6-foot wide sidewalk and curb and gutter on the south 
side that extends approximately 490 feet east of the intersection. There are existing IID power 
poles on the north side that carry distribution lines. This is approximately 950 linear feet of 
existing transmission lines on wooden power poles on the north side that extend 730 feet west 
and 200 feet east of Hjorth Street. On the south side of Avenue 50, existing transmission lines 
on metal power poles extend approximately 500 feet east of Madison Street.  

The proposed improvements include the repaving and widening of Avenue 50 to its IGP ultimate 
width of 100-feet to accommodate two travel lanes in each direction with a center turn lane. 
Street widening will vary up to approximately 13-feet on each side and include curb and gutter.  

On the north side, proposed pedestrian and bicycle improvements include installation of an 8-
foot-wide concrete multi-purpose trail. Existing trees will be protected in place. Existing driveway 
walls, gates, mailboxes, and fencing and utilities such as fire hydrants and vaults will be 
relocated where necessary within the Project footprint shown on Figure 2.  

On the south side, proposed pedestrian and bicycle improvements include a 12-foot-wide 
concrete multi-purpose trail. Existing fences and driveway walls will be relocated within the 
Project footprint. Existing power poles may either be relocated within the Project footprint or 
protected in place to carry the transmission lines. The distribution lines will be undergrounded. If 
the power poles are relocated, they will be replaced with new metal poles. These poles may be 
relocated on either the north side or south side of the street. If they are relocated on the north 
side of the street, they will be located within the Project footprint and within proposed ROW 
limits. If they are relocated on the south side of the street, they would be placed within the 
Project footprint shown on Figure 2 and the proposed ROW limits would be adjusted 
accordingly. 

Private driveway reconstruction is also proposed at a typical width of 24 feet and will include 
ADA-compliant curb ramps.  

ROW acquisition, construction easements, and drainage improvements are proposed, as 
described further below.  
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Avenue 50 at Monroe Street 
The existing intersection is signalized. Avenue 50 at Monroe Street is a 4-lane roadway with one 
eastbound through lane, one left-turn lane, and one right-turn lane. Westbound there is one 
through lane, one left-hand turn lane, and one right-hand turn lane. Curb and gutter are present 
at the intersection of Avenue 50 at all four corners and extends east of the intersection on the 
north side. ADA compliant curb ramps have been installed at this intersection and there is an 
existing 5-foot-wide sidewalk on the north side east of Madison Street. 

The Project proposes to repave (including grind and overlay) and restripe the existing paved 
street with two-through lanes in each direction. No street widening is proposed at the 
intersection. In the eastbound direction, the dedicated right-turn lane is proposed to be removed 
and replaced with a combined through and right-turn lane. New curb and gutter is proposed 
near the intersection where the existing roadway alignment will be modified.   

The existing sidewalk and curb and gutter will remain at the northeast corner of the intersection 
and extend east; proposed bicycle improvements include an 8-foot-wide bicycle lane on the 
north side of the street east of the intersection. Proposed pedestrian and bicycle improvements 
on the northwest corner of the intersection include the installation of an 8-foot-wide concrete 
multi-purpose trail. On the southwest and southeast corner of the intersection, proposed 
improvements include installation of a 12-foot-wide concrete multi-purpose trail. The existing 
sidewalk on the southeast corner will be replaced with the 12-foot-wide multi-purpose trail. 

Private driveways located within approximately 250-feet of the intersection along the south side 
will be reconstructed based on existing size ranging from 12 feet to 24 feet. All driveways will 
include ADA-compliant curb ramps. Existing mailboxes and utilities such as vaults within this 
area may be relocated within the Project footprint, as needed. 

ROW acquisition, construction easements, and drainage improvements are proposed, as 
described further below. 

Avenue 50 from Monroe Street to Botella Place 
East of the Monroe Street intersection, Avenue 50 is a three-lane roadway with two westbound 
lanes, one eastbound lane and one striped center lane. On the north side, there is existing curb, 
gutter, and 5-foot-wide sidewalk.  

The proposed improvements include the repaving and widening of Avenue 50 to its IGP ultimate 
width of 100-feet to accommodate two travel lanes in each direction with a center turn lane. 
Street widening will vary up to approximately 13-feet on the south side and include curb and 
gutter. 

Proposed bicycle improvements include an 8-foot-wide bicycle lane on the north side of the 
street with a 3-foot-wide striped buffer area.  

Proposed pedestrian and bicycle improvements on the south side include the installation of the 
12-foot-wide concrete multi-purpose trail and curb and gutter. The proposed multi-purpose trail 
ends at the existing sidewalk approximately 260 feet west of Botella Place where a striped 
bicycle lane is proposed within the road as part of the Project.  
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Driveways located along the southern side will be reconstructed based on existing size ranging 
from 12 feet to 29 feet. All driveways will include ADA-compliant curb ramps. Existing CVWD 
standpipe, power poles and vaults and mailboxes may be relocated within the Project footprint 
as needed.  

ROW acquisition, construction easements, and drainage improvements are proposed, as 
described further below.  

Avenue 50 east of Botella Place 
Proposed improvements east of Botella Place are limited to striping. Two lanes will be striped in 
each direction with a center turn lane and 8-foot-wide bicycle lane with 3-foot-wide striped 
separation on each side. Striping improvements end approximately 600 feet east of Jackson 
Street (See Figure 2). 

Drainage Improvements 
The Project will provide storm drain lines at varying lengths that are currently not provided by 
the existing roadway. The storm drain lines function as underground retention/infiltration basins 
for the street subareas. Each storm drain line is a 60-inch diameter perforated high-density 
polyethylene (HDPE) pipe embedded in a trench filled with clean washed stones (gravel), 
located under the median or sidewalk/parkway on both sides of Avenue 50 at varying lengths 
along the Project footprint. Preliminary locations of these storm drain lines are shown on 
Figures 6a-6o. Catch basins with local depressions are placed at the low points of the street 
and at the downstream end of each storm drain pipe to collect and convey the street flow to the 
underground pipe for storage and infiltration. The proposed catch basins will be fitted with 
inserts for pre-treatment of debris and sediment removal.  

The proposed drainage improvements will convey storm water runoff to underground infiltration 
chambers designed to handle runoff from the 100-year, 24-hour storm event (24-hour duration 
of the storm event yields the maximum of the storm volume). 

The proposed facilities, with regular maintenance such as annual inspections or after heavy 
storms and debris removal every five to ten years, will convey flows safely to the underground 
retention and ground infiltration with the additional benefit of groundwater recharging, in 
accordance with the requirements of the Indio MDP. 

Acquisitions and Construction 
Some areas proposed for improvements require right-of-way (ROW) acquisition and storm drain 
easements; these areas are on Avenue 50 in both Indio and La Quinta (See Figure 5 for ROW 
acquisition and Figures 6a-6o for storm drain easements).Project construction will also require 
temporary construction easements extending up to 10 feet outside of street ROW along the 
length of the Project site for properties adjacent to the Project site (See Figures 6a-6o for 
preliminary locations). The temporary construction easement area is included in the Project site 
boundary shown on Figure 2. Project construction would last approximately 18 months. 
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Community Engagement 
The City of Indio is providing the community with an opportunity to participate in the Project’s 
development process by mailing a survey to surrounding property owners to solicit input on 
roadway usage and preferences that will help inform the proposed roadway design elements. 

9. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting:  
Terrain in the immediate vicinity of the Project site is generally flat and disturbed by existing 
roadway, utility infrastructure, pedestrian facilities, and landscaping. Surrounding land uses 
include residential units, commercial buildings, golf courses, and festival grounds with vacant 
lots interspersed along the Project alignment (Figure 2).  

10. Other Public Agencies Whose Approval is Required: 
• City of La Quinta – Approval of the proposed Project within City of La Quinta and 

encroachment permit for construction within public ROW 

• Coachella Valley Water District – Encroachment permit for construction within ROW or 
easements and/or utility relocation agreements 

• Imperial Irrigation District – Encroachment permit for construction within ROW or 
easements and/or utility relocation agreements 

• Indio Water Authority (IWA) – Utility relocation agreements  

11. Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the 
Project area requested consultation pursuant to Public Resource Code section 
21080.3.1? If so, is there a plan for consultation that includes, for example, the 
determination of significance of impacts to tribal cultural resources, procedures 
regarding confidentiality, etc.? 
Indio provided “Notification of Tribal Consultation Opportunity” letters on June 26, 2024 
pursuant to Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) to Tribes that have previously requested such a notice. 
Refer to the discussion in Section XVIII, Tribal Cultural Resources for additional information. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving 
at least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the checklist on the 
following pages. 
 

 Aesthetics   Agriculture and 
Forestry Resources   Air Quality 

 Biological Resources  Cultural Resources   Energy 

 Geology / Soils  Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions  

 Hazards & Hazardous 
Materials 

  Hydrology / Water 
Quality  

 Land Use / 
Planning  Mineral Resources 

 Noise  Population / 
Housing  Public Services 

 Recreation  Transportation  Tribal Cultural Resources 

 Utilities / Service Systems  Wildfire  Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remainder of page intentionally left blank 
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DETERMINATION: (TO BE COMPLETED BY THE LEAD AGENCY) 
 
On the basis of this initial evaluation: 
 

 I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, 
and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the 
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the 
project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 

 

I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially 
significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has 
been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, 
and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as 
described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but 
it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed. 

 

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the 
environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed 
adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable 
standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed 
upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 

 
 
       
Signature 
 
 
 
Juan Raya, City Engineer                        ___  ____________ 
Printed Name       Date 
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I. AESTHETICS – Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099, would the 
project: 
a) Have a substantial adverse effect 

on a scenic vista?     

Source(s): IGP; IGP FEIR; LQGP EIR; Project Description  
 
Scenic vistas or public views are defined as views of scenic resources from public locations. 
Scenic viewpoints can be defined as singular vantage points that offer an unobstructed view of 
expansive visible landscape components. 
 
Due to Indio’s physical setting in the Coachella Valley, scenic views of the Santa Rosa, San 
Jacinto and Little San Bernardino Mountains, Indio Hills, and other undeveloped hilly areas are 
available throughout the City. However, there are no adopted scenic views, scenic corridors, or 
vista points/viewpoints in Indio. (IGP FEIR, p. 4.1-2). 
 
La Quinta’s scenic vistas include views of natural features, including the Santa Rosa, San 
Jacinto, and Little San Bernardino Mountains. (LQGP EIR, p. III-4). There are no adopted scenic 
views or vista points/viewpoints in La Quinta. The La Quinta General Plan identifies certain 
streets as image corridors. Threats to image corridors include inappropriate and unattractive 
land uses, unattractive or inadequate landscaping, inadequately buffered parking, excessive or 
inappropriate signage, high walls and berms that block views, and overhead power lines that 
degrade views. The protection and enhancement of views along La Quinta’s image corridors are 
furthered by securing parkway easements along major roadways. Enhanced parkways better 
assure viewshed protection and provide expanded access for alternative modes of travel. 
Parkway easements along image corridors help assure that the traveling public (and adjoining 
property owners) share in a quality parkway experience. (LQGP, p. II-57-58). The La Quinta 
portion of Avenue 50 from Jefferson Street to Madison Street is an image corridor.  
 
The Project proposes to enhance Avenue 50 by providing connections to existing DG trail, 
sidewalks, bicycle lanes, and an off-street multi-purpose trail. Additionally, where feasible the 
Project would underground certain above ground power poles along Avenue 50 within Indio. 
Thus, the proposed improvements along Avenue 50 would not degrade the existing scenic 
quality of the Project, rather the proposed improvements would provide the traveling public (and 
adjoining property owners in La Quinta) views of a quality parkway, consistent with the 
protection and enhancement of image corridors set forth in the La Quinta General Plan. 
 
The adjacent land uses along the Project site in Indio do include designated Parks and Open 
Space over the existing Coachella Canal and a golf course, which can serve as a scenic 
resource. Similarly, in La Quinta, the adjacent land uses consist of Open Space – Natural and 
Open Space – Recreation designations, which can also serve as a scenic resource. These 
adjacent land uses are outside of the Project boundary; therefore, implementation of the Project 
would not impact the Open Space – Natural, Open Space – Recreation, or Parks and Open 
Space designated lands. Further, the implementation of this Project would not have the potential 
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to negatively impact a scenic vista or resource because there are no adopted scenic vistas or 
resources in the Project area. Moreover, the Project does not include any sizeable above-grade 
features that would have the potential to obscure views of the Santa Rosa Mountains to the 
southwest of the Project site or of the Indio Hills north of Interstate 10, which are also visible 
from the Project site. The Project includes undergrounding of certain above-ground power poles 
along the Project alignment, thus improving the views to and from the Project site. Construction 
equipment and related construction activity within the Project site may result in limited, short 
term, and undesirable visuals; however, this will be a temporary condition. Therefore, the 
Project would not have a substantial adverse effect on scenic vistas within the Project area and 
no impact will occur. 
 
b) Substantially damage scenic 
resources, including, but not limited to 
trees, rock outcroppings, and historic 
buildings within a state scenic 
highway? 

    

Source(s): Project Description; Caltrans 
 
The Project site is not designated a state scenic highway nor is there a scenic highway in the 
immediate vicinity. The nearest officially designated highway is State Route 74 (Caltrans), 
approximately 8 miles to the southwest, any views of which are blocked by the foothills of the 
Santa Rosa Mountains. As discussed in response I.a), above, the portion of Avenue 50 in La 
Quinta is within a designated image corridor. However, because the proposed Project will 
enhance the roadway for the benefit of automobile, pedestrian and bicycle traffic, the Project 
furthers the protection and enhancement of image corridors envisioned in the La Quinta General 
Plan. No scenic resources are within or in the immediate vicinity of the Indio portion of the 
Project site. In addition, the Project’s proposed roadway widening and improvements along the 
existing roadway do not have the potential to impact scenic resources because the 
improvements will not be above-grade features of significant mass. Because implementation of 
the Project will not substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to trees, 
rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway, no impact will occur. 
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c) In non-urbanized areas, 
substantially degrade the existing 
visual character or quality of public 
views of the site and its 
surroundings? (Public views are 
those that are experienced from 
publicly accessible vantage point). If 
the project is in an urbanized area, 
would the Project conflict with 
applicable zoning and other 
regulations governing scenic quality? 

    

Source(s): Project Description  
 
The Project is located in a developed area and does not include any above-grade features of 
significant mass that could substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of public 
views of the site or its surroundings. The existing visual character of the Project site is that of an 
existing roadway (Avenue 50, between Jefferson Street and Botella Place). The Project includes 
undergrounding of certain above ground power poles in Indio to enhance the visual character 
and quality of Avenue 50. The La Quinta General Plan identifies the portion of Avenue 50 within 
La Quinta as an image corridor. As discussed in the responses to I.a) and I.b), above, the 
proposed Project furthers the protection and enhancement of image corridors envisioned in the 
La Quinta General Plan. Because the Project will not substantially degrade the existing visual 
character or quality of public views of the Project site and its surroundings, no impact will occur. 
 
d) Create a new source of substantial 
light or glare which would adversely 
affect day or night time views in the 
area? 

    

Source(s): Project Description; IGP FEIR  
 
Implementation of the Project would introduce new sources of light from new streetlights 
proposed within Indio. The Project site is within Zone B of the Mount Palomar Nighttime Lighting 
Policy Area, which requires unique nighttime lighting standards. In compliance with the Mount 
Palomar Nighttime Lighting Policy and Indio standards, lighting will be designed and installed to 
direct downwards onto the roadway and will not substantially alter the nighttime views along the 
Project site, therefore impacts will be reduced. Therefore, impacts will be less than 
significant. 
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II. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES -- In determining whether impacts to 
agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the 
California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the 
California Dept. of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on 
agriculture and farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest resources, including 
timberland, are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to information 
compiled by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the state’s 
inventory of forest land, including the Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest 
Legacy Assessment project; and forest carbon measurement methodology provided in 
Forest Protocols adopted by the California Air Resources Board. Would the project: 
a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique 
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 
Importance (Farmland), as shown on 
the maps prepared pursuant to the 
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring 
Program of the California Resources 
Agency, to non-agricultural use? 

    

Source(s): DOC FMMP; Project Description 
 
The Project proposes widening Avenue 50 to include additional lanes, bicycle routes and 
pedestrian improvements consistent with the IGP and LQGP along the Project footprint. 
Necessary ROW acquisition to accommodate the proposed widening will be obtained prior to 
the construction of any Project-related improvements, as shown on Figure 5. There are 
approximately 1,320 linear feet of Prime Farmland mapped within or adjacent to the Project 
footprint in three disconnected locations within Indio, as shown on Figure 7 – Farmland Map. 
There is no mapped Farmland within the La Quinta portion of the Project footprint. 
 
The first location of mapped Prime Farmland is within and north of the Project footprint between 
Jefferson Street and Madison Street at Ventana Circle (approximately 520 linear feet) in Indio. 
This location consists of a disked vacant lot with no ROW acquisition proposed. Approximately 
1.02 acres of the Project site is mapped as Prime Farmland at this location; however, as shown 
on Figure 7, this area includes existing paved roadway (approximately 0.46 acres). The second 
location of mapped Prime Farmland (totaling 0.58 acres) is within and south of the Project 
alignment east of Hjorth Street at APN 779-010-002. This location consists of a home and 
vacant lot and is not being used for agricultural purposes. Although ROW acquisition is 
proposed along the frontage (approximately 800 linear feet) in this location, Project 
improvements are proposed in the disturbed road shoulder outside existing fence lines. The 
third location is outside the Project alignment on the south side of Avenue 50, east of Hjorth 
Street, on APN 779-020-001. This location contains a building and various trees on a 
maintained lot. The Project site is north of and adjacent to this lot; no ROW acquisition is 
proposed in this location (approximately 325 linear feet) and the Project improvements are 
within disturbed road shoulder outside the existing fence line. The Project construction would 
not encroach into this parcel or impact this mapped Prime Farmland. In total, Prime Farmland 
mapped within the two locations shown on Figure 7, approximately 1.6 acres and extending 
1,320 linear feet, would be converted to road improvements as part of the proposed Project. As 
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stated above, a portion of this mapped Prime Farmland within the Project footprint is already 
improved as an existing roadway (approximately 0.46 acres) and the remainder is within 
unimproved roadway shoulder. When possible, the ground surface will be returned to its pre-
project condition. Moreover, the proposed Project consists of road improvements, consistent 
with the IGP and LQGP and, as such, will not influence any land use changes or impede the 
use of mapped Prime Farmland outside of the Project footprint. As such, this does not represent 
conversion of a substantial or significant number of acres of Farmland within the Project site or 
city-wide. Therefore, impacts will be less than significant.  
 
b) Conflict with existing zoning for 
agricultural use, or a Williamson Act 
contract?   

    

Source(s): DOC WA; LQGP; IGP 
 
There is no property within the Project site specifically zoned for agricultural use as shown on 
Figure 4. Agriculture activities are a permitted use in Indio’s Desert Estates (DE) land use 
designation. The DE land use designation permits a mix of single-family residential, agriculture, 
and parks and recreation, as well as hospitality and recreational uses. Agriculture is an 
allowable use to support agricultural activities including small scale, urban agriculture and 
farming in residential areas, thus, no large-scale commercial agricultural operation would be 
allowed. Because the DE designation also allows residential uses, which is the existing 
condition, the Project will not conflict with the existing zoning. The Project improvements will 
only occur within the previously disturbed road shoulders and will not change the existing land 
use. There is no property within the Project site under an active Williamson Act contract. 
Therefore, construction and operation of the Project, including the acquisition of additional 
ROW, will not result in a conflict with existing agricultural zoning, agricultural uses, or 
Williamson Act contracts. No impact will occur. 
 
c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or 
cause rezoning of, forest land (as 
defined in Public Resources Code 
section 12220(g)), timberland (as 
defined by Public Resources Code 
section 4526), or timberland zoned 
Timberland Production (as defined by 
Government Code section 
51104(g))? 

    

Source(s): IGP; LQGP; PRC 
 
Forest land, as defined in Public Resources Code (PRC) section 12220(g), is land that can 
support 10 percent of native tree cover of any species under natural conditions and that allows 
for the management of one or more forest resources. Timberland, as defined in PRC section 
4526, means land other than land owned by the federal government and land designated as 
experimental forest land, which is capable of growing a crop of trees for any commercial 
species, including Christmas trees. The Project site does not contain property zoned for 
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forestland, timberland, Timberland Production, or utilized as such. Neither the City of Indio nor 
the City of La Quinta has a zoning designation specific for such uses or any forestland, 
timberland, or Timberland Production within its boundaries. Moreover, the land in proximity to 
the Project site is located along the desert floor, which does not provide the climate for naturally-
occurring forestland or timberland. Therefore, no impact will occur. 
 
d) Result in the loss of forest land or 
conversion of forest land to non-
forest uses? 

    

Source(s): IGP; LQGP 
 
As discussed in response II.c), above, the Project site does not contain forest land or timberland 
nor is it zoned for forest land or timberland. The proposed Project consists of road 
improvements and will not influence any land use changes. For these reasons, implementation 
of the Project will not result in the loss of forest land or the conversion of forest land to non-
forest uses, and there will be no impacts in this regard. 
 
e) Involve other changes in the 
existing environment which, due to 
their location or nature, could result 
in conversion of Farmland, to non-
agricultural use or conversion of 
forest land to non-forest use? 

    

Source(s): IGP; LQGP 
 
The proposed Project consists of road widening, pedestrian, and bicycle improvements as well 
as drainage improvements to Avenue 50 from Jefferson Street to Botella Place. As discussed in 
response II.a), above, although implementation of the Project will result in the direct conversion 
of approximately 1.6 acres of mapped Farmland to road facilities, that impact is less than 
significant. 
 
Regarding other changes in the existing environment that could result in the conversion of 
Farmland or forest land to non-agricultural or non-forest uses, the proposed Project does not 
include a change of zone, general plan amendment, or any other land use change that would 
facilitate or create a need for new development. The Project does not propose new housing or 
any other non-residential use. The Project is improving an existing street, consistent with the 
IGP and LQGP, and as such does not remove an impediment to development, thus, the Project 
is not growth inducing. For these reasons, the proposed Project will not result in any other 
changes in the existing environment of the Project site or surrounding area which, due to their 
nature or location, could precipitate conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural uses or the 
conversion of forest land to non-forest uses. Therefore, no impacts relative to the conversion of 
Farmland or forest land will occur. 
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III. AIR QUALITY: Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air 
quality management district or air pollution control district may be relied upon to make the 
following determinations. Would the project: 
a) Conflict with or obstruct 
implementation of the applicable air 
quality plan? 

    

Source(s): AQMP 
 
The Project site is located within Coachella Valley area of the Salton Sea Air Basin (Basin). The 
South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) prepares the Air Quality Management 
Plan (AQMP) for the Basin. The AQMP for the Basin sets forth a comprehensive program that 
will lead the Basin into compliance with all federal and state air quality standards. The AQMP’s 
control measures and related emission reduction estimates are based upon emissions 
projections for a future development scenario derived from land use, population, and 
employment characteristics defined in consultation with local governments. Accordingly, 
conformance with the AQMP for development projects is determined by demonstrating 
compliance with local land use plans and/or population projections. 
 
Since the proposed Project consists of roadway improvements that, in and of themselves, will 
not result in any changes to the existing land use patterns in the Project area, the Project does 
not conflict with or obstruct implementation of the AQMP. Therefore, no impacts will occur. 
 
b) Result in a cumulatively 
considerable net increase of any 
criteria pollutant for which the project 
region is non-attainment under an 
applicable federal or state ambient 
air quality standard? 

    

Source(s): Webb (a); CARB; SCAQMD 2003; IGP; LQGP 
 
The portion of the Basin within which the Project site is located, is designated as a non-
attainment area for ozone and Particulate Matter of 10 microns or less (PM-10) under both state 
and federal standards (CARB).  
 
The SCAQMD considers the thresholds for project-specific impacts and cumulative impacts to 
be the same (SCAQMD 2003). Therefore, projects that exceed project-specific significance 
thresholds are considered by SCAQMD to be cumulatively considerable. Based on SCAQMD’s 
regulatory jurisdiction over regional air quality, it is reasonable to rely on its thresholds to 
determine whether there is a cumulative air quality impact. 
 
Air quality impacts can be described in a short- and long-term perspective. Short-term impacts 
will occur during site grading and Project construction. Long-term air quality impacts will occur 
once the Project is in operation. 
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Short-term emissions were evaluated using the CalEEMod version 2022.1 computer program 
(see Appendix A – AQ/GHG Analysis, cited as Webb(a)). Short-term emissions consist of 
fugitive dust and other particulate matter, as well as exhaust emissions generated by 
construction-related vehicles. Maximum daily emissions from Project construction are 
summarized below and compared to SCAQMD’s daily regional thresholds: 
 

Table II-A – Estimated Daily Construction Emissions 

Activity/Year 

Peak Daily Emissions (lb/day) 
VOC NOX CO SO2 PM-10 PM-2.5 

SCAQMD Daily Thresholds 75 100 550 150 150 55 

Maximum 4.35 36.20 45.50 0.08 3.35 1.73 
Exceeds Threshold? 
 
 

No No No No No No 
Note: Maximum emissions are from Webb(a), Table 2  
 
Evaluation of the above table indicates that the maximum daily criteria pollutant emissions from 
construction of this Project’s improvements are below the SCAQMD daily regional thresholds. 
Additionally, the short-term emissions do not exceed SCAQMD’s localized significance 
thresholds (LST), as contained in Appendix A. 
 
Long-term emissions are evaluated at build-out of a project. The proposed Project would not 
result in a change in land use or introduce new vehicle trips because the Project is widening the 
existing roadway and providing associated pedestrian and bicycle improvements and would be 
consistent with the roadway classifications for Avenue 50 in the City of Indio General Plan (a 
Boulevard) and City of La Quinta General Plan (a Primary Arterial from the intersection of 
Jefferson Avenue to Madison Street).   
 
As discussed in response XVII.b), below, the proposed Project would add roadway capacity and 
decreases vehicle miles traveled (VMT) due to the use of a more direct preferred route due to 
the added capacity and introduction of bicycle facilities along the Project corridor. In addition, 
because the Project also improves the bicycle and pedestrian network in the area, it also further 
reduces automobile travel and results in a net reduction of VMT in the influence area (a 10-mile 
radius of the Project site). Therefore, the Project would not result in long-term increases in 
emissions. Operational emissions would also include infrequent visits by vehicles driven by 
existing maintenance personnel and are considered negligible. 
 
Therefore, the Project’s short-term impacts will be less than significant. Long-term air quality 
impacts would also be less than significant because the Project would not result in a net 
increase in long-term emissions and would result in negligible emissions from infrequent 
maintenance activities. Thus, the Project’s net increase in criteria pollutant emissions for which 
the Project region is non-attainment is not cumulatively considerable. Impacts will be less than 
significant. 
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c) Expose sensitive receptors to 
substantial pollutant concentrations?     

Source(s): Webb (a) 
 
The proposed Project is located adjacent to existing residences. As detailed in Appendix A, the 
closest sensitive receptors are the residences adjacent to the Project site.  
 
Short-term emissions will only be generated in the Project area during construction of the 
Project and have been found to be less than significant on both a regional and localized level 
(see response III.b) and Appendix A of this Initial Study). In addition, the Project would not result 
in a carbon monoxide (CO) “hot spot” because the projected traffic volumes on Avenue 50 are 
lower than those studied by SCAQMD, which did not predict any violation of CO standards; 
hence, the Project will not expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations and 
impacts are considered less than significant. 
 
d) Result in other emissions (such as 
those leading to odors) adversely 
affecting a substantial number of 
people? 

    

Source(s): Webb (a) 
 
The Project presents the potential for generation of other emissions such as odors in the form of 
diesel exhaust during construction in the immediate vicinity of the Project site. Odors generated 
during construction will be short-term, dissipate into the air, and move along the Project 
alignment as construction proceeds. Thus, construction will not result in a long-term odorous 
impact to the surrounding area. After completion of the proposed improvements, operation of 
the Project would not introduce any new permanent sources of odor and will not result in a long-
term odorous impact. Recognizing the short-term duration and quantity of emissions in the 
Project area, the Project will not adversely affect a substantial number of people and the 
resulting impacts are less than significant. 
 

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES -- Would the project: 
a) Have a substantial adverse effect, 
either directly or through habitat 
modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or 
special status species in local or 
regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California 
Department of Fish and Game or 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

Source(s): CVMSHCP; SWCA 
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SWCA Environmental Consultants (SWCA) prepared a Biological Technical Report (BTR) for 
the Project and is included as Appendix B to this IS/MND. SWCA conducted two 
reconnaissance-level biological surveys of the Project area on March 4 and 5, 2024 for the 
purpose of assessing the extent of impacts to biological resources. No special status animal or 
plant species were observed in the footprint of the proposed Project. A literature review of 
information available from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), California Native Plant Society (CNPS), Coachella Valley Multiple 
Species Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP), National Wetlands Inventory (NWI), eBird, and 
aerial imagery was also conducted. The nine USGS 7.5 minute topographic quadrangles 
queried in the literature search were: Indio, La Quinta, Martinez Mountain, Mecca, Myoma, 
Rockhouse Canyon, Thermal Canyon, Valerie, and West Berdoo Canyon. 
 
The Project area consists of two vegetation types, developed/disturbed and Allscale Scrub 
Shrubland. Predominantly, the Project area consists of developed/disturbed land cover. This 
land cover type has been permanently altered to exclude vegetation via pavement, buildings, 
infrastructure, or other permanent built environments, or areas that support little to no vegetation 
or are exclusively composed of ornamental nonnative vegetation grown for the primary purpose 
of adding visually pleasing plants to the landscape. Vegetation observed includes Saharan 
mustard (Brassica tournefortii), coastal heron’s bill (Erodium cicutarium), cheeseweed (Malva 
parviflora), and prickly lettuce (Lactuca serriola). The other vegetation type observed in the 
Project area is the native Allscale Scrub Shrubland Alliance. This cover type was found in one 
pocket on the south side of the eastern end of the Project area where cattle saltbush (Atriplex 
polycarpa) is dominant. (SWCA, pp.7-8). 
 
One special-status plant community, Desert Fan Palm Oasis Woodland, was identified during 
the literature search to occur in the region of the Project but not historically within the Project 
area. No special-status plant communities were identified during the field survey, and none were 
determined to have the potential to occur. (SWCA, p. 8). 
 
The literature search identified 28 special-status plant species and 25 special-status wildlife 
species within the nine USGS 7.5 minute quadrangles queried in the literature search. No 
special-status plant or wildlife species were identified during the field surveys. No special status 
plants were determined to have the potential to occur in the immediate vicinity of the Project. No 
special-status wildlife species have more than a low potential for occurrence in the Project 
footprint in the general vicinity of the Project site. (SWCA, p. 11). 
 
The two wildlife species with a low potential for occurrence are burrowing owl (Athene 
cunicularia) and Coachella Valley round-tailed ground squirrel (Sermophilus tereticaudus 
chlorus). These species are known to overwinter within burrows. The field survey observed 
marginal habitat available for burrowing owl in the Project buffer (including the undeveloped lots 
and paved/developed areas, adjacent to Avenue 50). There were also three small mammal 
burrows found along the Project alignment as shown on Figure 8 – Small Mammal Burrow 
Locations. One was located within the survey area south of Avenue 50 approximately 1,230 
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feet east of Monroe Street. The other two were outside the perimeter of the survey area within 
undeveloped lots. (SWCA, pp. 8, 11). 
 
The Coachella Valley round-tailed ground squirrel is a CVMSHCP covered species. Coachella 
Valley round-tailed ground squirrel is known to be associated with burrowing owls within the 
CVMHSCP plan area. (SWCA, p. 12). The field survey observed marginal habitat for the 
Coachella Valley round-tailed ground squirrel consisting of alkali scrub with sandy soils at one 
undeveloped lot adjacent to the Project area (Location 1 and 3 on Figure 8), but human 
development minimizes the likelihood for occurrence. (SWCA, Appendix D, p. D-6). 
 
Although the proposed Project would not have a direct effect on any listed plant or animal 
Species, the potential exists for species to move onto the site. In order to ensure that impacts 
are reduced to the greatest extent feasible, MM BIO 1, which requires the education of 
construction personnel prior to their working on the site so that they can identify species and 
avoid them, is included to reduce potential indirect impacts to special status species in proximity 
to the Project site.  
 

MM BIO 1. Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP): Prior to the onset of 
construction activities, a qualified biologist shall be retained by the City of Indio to 
prepare a Workers’ Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP). The WEAP shall be 
developed by a qualified biologist.  
 
• The program shall include information on the life history of sensitive biological 

resources that may occur within the Project site and surrounding areas. 
• The program shall discuss each species’ legal protection status, the definitions of 

take under the CESA and federal ESA, measures the Project operator is 
implementing to protect the species, reporting requirements, specific measures that 
each worker shall employ to avoid take of wildlife species, and penalties for violation 
of the CESA and ESA. 

• The program shall provide information on how and where to bring injured animals for 
treatment in the case any animals are injured on the Project site during construction, 
and how to document animal mortalities and injuries. 

• An acknowledgement form signed by each worker indicating that environmental 
training has been completed will be kept on record. 

• The WEAP shall identify a point of contact (e.g., qualified biologist) if a protected 
species is observed on the Project site.   

The Project is located within the plan boundaries of the CVMSHCP; however, it is not located 
within a designated Conservation Area, Preserve, Core, or Linkage as defined in the 
CVMSHCP.  Further, the land use adjacency guidelines in Section 4.5 of the CVMSHCP are not 
required for the Project. However, because burrowing owl is a ground nester and has been 
known to occupy burrows adjacent to roadways, and the field survey discovered mammal 
burrows there is potential for burrowing owl and Coachella Valley round-tailed ground squirrel to 
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exist in unpaved road shoulders. The burrowing owl breeding season is March to July. 
(CVMSHCP, p. 9-141). The burrowing owl is a candidate for potential listing as a protected 
species under CESA by CDFW, it is also a species of special concern by CDFW, and a 
CVMSHCP-covered species. The CVMSHCP does not allow take of this species, which is also 
protected under the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). Further, pursuant to California 
Fish and Game Codes and the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), take of burrowing owls 
and other nesting avian species shall be avoided. If take cannot be avoided an Incidental Take 
Permit (ITP) will need to be obtained. All impacts to the burrowing owl shall be avoided.  This 
will be accomplished by take avoidance (pre-construction) surveys as described in mitigation 
measure MM BIO 2, which will require two pre-construction surveys to locate burrows that could 
be used by burrowing owl, and whether an owl is present in the burrow(s).     
  

MM BIO 2. Burrowing Owl Surveys: A qualified biologist shall conduct two take-
avoidance pre-construction burrowing owl surveys onsite following the methods outlined 
in the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFW 2012). The survey area shall 
include the construction area and adjacent areas within 500 feet of the construction 
limits, or to the edge of the property if less than 500 feet. The first shall occur no more 
than 14 days prior to ground disturbance, and the second survey shall occur within 24 
hours of ground disturbance. The survey shall locate suitable burrows and determine 
whether the burrows are occupied by burrowing owl. If occupied burrowing owl burrows 
are detected, the City shall consult with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) to determine what course of action is needed. The following steps shall be 
taken to avoid impacts: no activity shall occur within a minimum 50 meters 
(approximately 160 feet) of occupied burrows during the non-breeding season 
(September 1 through January 31), or within a minimum of 200 meters (approximately 
656 feet) during the nesting season (February 1 through August 31). With CDFW 
approval, these buffers may be adjusted if the owls show tolerance of the surrounding 
activity. If avoidance is not feasible, passive relocation of burrowing owls during the non-
nesting period may be possible following the development of a Burrowing Owl 
Relocation Plan approved by CDFW.   

 
Native and ornamental vegetation is present within and adjacent to the Project footprint, which 
is potentially suitable habitat for nesting birds. Therefore, the potential exists for nesting birds to 
be present during the nesting season, which is generally February 1 through August 31. Nesting 
birds are protected under the MBTA. To comply with the MBTA, any construction activities, 
vegetation removal, and/or grading occurring during the nesting season will require a nesting 
bird survey to be conducted by a qualified biologist immediately prior to the initiation of 
construction activities. If no nests are found, construction may proceed. If nests are found, 
impact avoidance measures (e.g., buffers) will be required until the young have fledged and 
nests are inactive. Compliance with MBTA will be incorporated by the Project as mitigation 
measure MM BIO 3. 
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MM BIO 3. Nesting Bird Survey:   If construction or vegetation removal must occur 
during the breeding season of February 1 to August 31, a qualified biologist shall survey 
potential nesting sites within the Project footprint and immediately adjacent to the Project 
limits no more than three (3) days prior to the start of work or as otherwise deemed 
necessary at the discretion of the qualified biologist. For raptors, an initial no-disturbance 
buffer of 500 feet shall be established around active nests and demarcated with fencing 
or flagging. For non-raptors, an initial no-disturbance buffer of 250 feet shall be 
established around active nests and demarcated with fencing or flagging. No Project-
related activities shall occur within the buffer zone until a qualified biologist has 
determined that the fledglings have fledged and are no longer reliant on the nest or 
parental care for survival. The buffer distance for non-listed species may be reduced at 
the discretion of a biologist who has extensive experience observing bird behavior and 
monitoring nests; and if the biologist observes that the birds’ behavior is not disturbed by 
activity closer to the nest, depending on the sensitivity of the species and nest location. 
Buffer sizes for listed-species listed may be reduced in consultation with CDFW and/or 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service. Avoidance buffers may be reduced with the use 
of noise attenuation barriers at the discretion of the qualified biologist. Vegetation 
removals may occur between September 1 to January 31 without a pre-construction 
nesting bird survey (barring requirements of the other biological mitigation measures).  

 
Through compliance with existing regulations for the protection of listed plant and animal 
species, and incorporation of mitigation measures MM BIO 1 through MM BIO 3 potential 
Project impacts to special status species including burrowing owl, Coachella Valley round-tailed 
ground squirrel and nesting migratory birds will be less than significant with mitigation. 
 
b) Have a substantial adverse effect 
on any riparian habitat or other 
sensitive natural community identified 
in local or regional plans, policies, 
regulations or by the California 
Department of Fish and Game or US 
Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

Source(s): SWCA; Google Earth. 
 
No riparian or other sensitive habitats were observed in the Project footprint or adjacent to the 
Project site. (SWCA, pp. 12-13). The nearest recorded feature is the Coachella Canal, which is 
a concrete-lined channel that passes under Avenue 50 via a large box culvert running 
southwest to northeast at the Madison Street intersection. At the southwest corner of the 
intersection, the Coachella Canal is fenced. The Coachella Canal will not be disturbed by the 
Project as it is outside the vertical limits of the Project. The Project activities at the Avenue 50 
and Madison Street intersection only entail repaving the roadway at its existing width and does 
not include street widening in proximity to the Coachella Canal. Improvements in proximity to 
the Coachella Canal will consist of installation of pedestrian improvements and a bike lane, 
neither will be installed at a depth interfering with the Coachella Canal. Other recorded features 
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near the Project site are man-made freshwater ponds located on private properties. The private 
properties are adjacent to the alignment, but any ponds are located away from the alignment 
and will not be affected by the Project. Project impacts will occur within the disturbed road 
shoulders of segments of Avenue 50 from Jefferson Street to Botella Place. These road 
shoulders are developed or disturbed, with no riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
community. Properties that abut the road shoulder are mostly developed or disturbed with 
exceptions. Some undeveloped parcels with vacant fields and/or native vegetation are present 
along Avenue 50; however, Project impacts are limited to the Project footprint which are 
developed or disturbed. There is no suitable riparian woodland habitat within the Project 
footprint or adjacent to the Project site (SWCA, Table D-2, p. D-5). Therefore, because no 
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural communities are present, impacts to said habitat will 
not occur and there will be no impact in this regard. 
 
c) Have a substantial adverse effect 
on state or federally protected 
wetlands (including, but not limited to, 
marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) 
through direct removal, filling, 
hydrological interruption, or other 
means? 

    

Source(s): SWCA; Google Earth 
 
As mentioned in response IV.b), above, all areas adjacent to and within the Project limits are 
developed or disturbed; with the exception of one native plant cover type, Allscale Scrub 
Shrubland Alliance, which occurs in one pocket on the south side of the eastern end of the 
Project area. The Coachella Canal crosses the Project alignment near the intersection of 
Madison Street and Avenue 50; however, Project construction will not disturb this feature 
because the canal goes under the roadway via a large concrete box culvert. The Project 
activities at the Avenue 50 and Madison Street intersection only entail repaving the roadway at 
its existing width and do not include street widening in proximity to the Coachella Canal. 
Improvements in proximity to the Coachella Canal will consist of installation of pedestrian 
improvements and a bike lane, neither will be installed at a depth interfering with the Coachella 
Canal. Therefore, the Coachella Canal it is outside the Project’s vertical limit. No other wetlands 
or potentially jurisdictional drainage features were found during the site visit or in available 
literature. Therefore, impacts to regulated wetlands or other waterways will not occur and there 
will be no impact in this regard. 
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d) Interfere substantially with the 
movement of any native resident or 
migratory fish or wildlife species or 
with established native resident or 
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede 
the use of native wildlife nursery 
sites? 

    

Source(s): CVMSHCP; SWCA; Google Earth  
 
The Project site is not located within a CVMSHCP Conservation Area. No riparian habitat or 
other sensitive natural community exists in the Project boundary or within its proximity. There 
are no native wildlife nursery sites in proximity to the Project site. Moreover, no wetlands occur 
within or in proximity to the Project boundary. (SWCA, pp. 12-13). The Project impacts will be 
located adjacent to nonnative shrubs and trees throughout the landscaped areas along the 
alignment. It is possible that migratory birds and burrowing owls utilize the vegetation in the 
area. However, the Project site is surrounded by urban developments, isolating it from regional 
wildlife corridors/linkages (SWCA, p. 7). The development of the Project site is not expected to 
impact wildlife movement opportunities in the region. Therefore, impacts to wildlife corridors or 
linkages are not expected to occur and impacts will be less than significant.  
 
e) Conflict with any local policies or 
ordinances protecting biological 
resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance? 

    

Source(s): IMC; LQMC; Project Description 
 
Trees may be removed as part of the Project. The City of Indio protects “city trees”. City trees 
are defined by the city as trees that are located within any public park, city easement, or any 
other city-owned property. (IMC, Chapter 98). 
 
The Project will remove and/or replace trees in Indio that may be “city trees.” However, these 
trees are not protected native species or heritage trees. Damage or removal to city trees is 
prohibited unless a permit has been issued by the Department of Public Works (IMC, Chapter 
98.07). Because a permit would be obtained per IMC, the Project would not conflict with the IMC 
Chapter 98, and impacts would be less than significant. The City of La Quinta does not have 
tree preservation policies or ordinances protecting biological resources. Consequently, these 
trees in La Quinta are not protected by local ordinance or policy. 
 
Therefore, the Project will not conflict with any biological resource policies or ordinances, 
including a tree preservation ordinance. The Project is consistent with the provisions of the 
CVMSHCP as discussed in responses to IV.a) and IV.b) above and IV.f), below. Therefore, a 
less than significant impact will occur. 
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f) Conflict with the provisions of an 
adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, 
Natural Community Conservation 
Plan, or other approved local, 
regional, or state habitat conservation 
plan? 

    

Source(s): CVMSHCP; SWCA 
 
The Project site is located within the boundaries of the CVMSHCP; however, it is not located 
within a Conservation Area. The CVMSHCP provides Take Authorization (Permits) of Covered 
Species to the Permittees, which include the City of Indio and City of La Quinta. Covered 
Species include both listed and non-listed species that are adequately conserved by the 
CVMSHCP. The Permits provide for the Take of these species or loss of their habitat, so long 
as compliance with the CVMSHCP requirements is achieved. The Permits provide Take 
Authorization for the following types of Covered Activities outside Conservation Areas: (SWCA, 
pp. 3-4). 
  

• Development permitted or approved by Local Permittees: This includes, but is not 
limited to, new projects approved pursuant to county and city general plans, including 
the circulation element of said general plans, transportation improvement plans for 
roads, master drainage plans, capital improvement plans, water and waste management 
plans, the county's adopted Trails Master Plan, and other plans adopted by the 
Permittees. 

 
Further, the Permits provide Take Authorization for specific regional road projects, including this 
Project (listed in Table 7-3 in the CVMSHCP). Thus, the Project will not conflict with the 
provisions of the CVMSHCP and there will be no impact in this regard. 
 

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES -- Would the project: 
a) Cause a substantial adverse 
change in the significance of a 
historical resource pursuant to 
§15064.5? 

    

Source(s): AE(a) 
 
A Cultural Resources Investigation for the Avenue 50 Improvements Project (the CRI) was 
prepared by Applied EarthWorks, Inc. (Æ) and is cited as AE(a) and included as Appendix C to 
this IS/MND. The CRI included a historical/archaeological resources records search, historical 
background research, communication with Native American representatives, and an intensive-
level field survey of the Project site. A summary of this research as it relates to historical 
resources is provided in the following discussion. 
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The records search resulted in the identification of 54 previously recorded cultural resources 
within the 0.5-mile search radius. Of these, 51 are archaeological resources (13 isolated 
artifacts, 34 prehistoric sites, 3 historic sites, and 1 site with both prehistoric and historic 
components) and 3 are built-environment resources. (AE(a), p. 18). One resource, the 
Coachella Canal (33-005705), is documented within the Project area. The Coachella Canal has 
been recommended as eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criteria A and C. However, this resource crosses under and is therefore outside the Project’s 
vertical limits. The Project activities at the Avenue 50 and Madison Street intersection only 
entails repaving the roadway at its existing width and does not include street widening in 
proximity to the Coachella Canal. Improvements in proximity to the Coachella Canal will consist 
of installation of pedestrian improvements and a bike lane, neither will be installed at a depth 
interfering with the Coachella Canal and therefore the Coachella Canal will not be impacted by 
construction or operation of the Project. (AE(a), pp. 20, 33). 
 
Avenue 50 is a previously unrecorded historic-era built environment resource within the Project 
area. (AE(a), p. 33). AE has documented an approximately 2.5-mile long segment of Avenue 50 
within the Project area bounded by Jefferson Street to the west and Botella Place to the east. 
AE evaluated this resource for California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) eligibility 
against local historical themes to ascertain whether it played a significant role in the 
development of the region and determined that Avenue 50 is not considered historically 
significant under any of the eligibility criteria because (1) Avenue 50 does not have association 
with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, no direct 
associations with the productive lives of persons important in local, state, or national history, (2) 
Avenue 50 does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, and method of 
construction, or as the work of an important builder or engineer, or as having high artistic value, 
and (3) Avenue 50 is a ubiquitous resource in California and, in its current form, largely has a 
contemporary appearance. Thus, Avenue 50 is not considered eligible for listing it in the CRHR 
nor is it considered a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA. (AE(a), p. 32).  
 
For the reasons explained above, implementation of the Project will not cause a substantial 
adverse change in the significance of a historical resource pursuant to §15064.5. Therefore, 
potential impacts to historical resources will be less than significant. 
 
b) Cause a substantial adverse 
change in the significance of an 
archaeological resource pursuant to 
§15064.5? 

    

Source(s): AE(a) 
 
The state Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) was contacted by Æ for a review of 
the sacred lands file (SLF) to determine if any known Native American cultural properties are 
present within or adjacent to the Project site. The NAHC responded on February 28, 2024 
stating that SLF search was complete with negative results and recommended contacting local 
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Native American tribes. (AE(a), p. ii). Subsequently, AE contacted a total of twelve Native 
American representatives in the region via electronic mail and United States Postal Service on 
March 21, 2024, to elicit information regarding Native American resources in the Project area, if 
any. Of the 12 tribes contacted, only the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians responded. 
The Agua Caliente Band indicated the Project area is located within the Tribe’s Traditional Use 
Area, the Tribe requested a copy of the records search, survey reports, and site records from 
the EIC, copies of any cultural resource documentation generated from the current Project, and 
shapefiles of the Project area. The Tribe requested notification of Project start, government-to-
government consultation with the lead agency, and monitoring by an archaeologist who meets 
the Secretary of Interior’s standards and an approved Agua Caliente Native American Cultural 
Resource Monitor. As discussed in response XVIII.a.ii), below, government-to-government 
consultation between the lead agency and Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians was 
completed on October 2, 2024. No further comments or follow-up communications has been 
received. 
 
The survey conducted as part of the CRI involved walking 10-meter transects oriented east-
west, moving northward through the Project area. The survey coverage was approximately 10 
meters wide at each shoulder of Avenue 50 beginning on the southern shoulder and moving to 
the northern shoulder (20 meters total). The Project area is predominantly developed and 
landscaped. The pedestrian survey made two passes from east-west and west to east. This 
approach was necessary as the Project area includes the roadway and northern and southern 
shoulders. East of Clinton Street, the Project area along Avenue 50 is developed and consists of 
paved travel lanes and landscaped and graded shoulders. The survey focused on the shoulders 
of the road, and nearly all of this area was either developed or landscaped. Ground visibility in 
this section was approximately 5 percent due to the presence of pavement and sidewalks. West 
of Clinton Street Avenue 50 remains in good condition and appears to be continuously 
maintained due to active use. Several areas along this portion of the Project area remain 
undeveloped. The surveyor encountered irrigation standpipes but was uncertain if the 
standpipes were modern or associated with Avenue 50. These structures are approximately 25 
feet tall and 20 feet in diameter. No other structures or cultural resources were encountered 
within the Project area. No prehistoric or historic-period archaeological resources were 
encountered within the Project area during the field survey. (AE(a), pp. 25, 28). 
The Project area is predominantly developed and landscaped. Ground visibility was generally 
poor due to the presence of pavement and sidewalks. Due to the lack of previously recorded 
cultural resources within the Project area, the disturbed nature of the Project area, and the 
negative results from the SLF search, there is a low likelihood that archaeological deposits or 
features will be found during construction. Nonetheless, to reduce potential impacts to unknown 
archaeological resources, the Project will incorporate mitigation measure MM CR 1. 
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MM CR 1: Should any cultural and/or archaeological resources be inadvertently 
discovered during construction, construction activities within a 60-foot radius of the 
discovery shall immediately halt and shall be moved to other parts of the Project site and 
a qualified archaeologist shall be contacted to determine the significance of the 
resource(s). The qualified archaeologist shall have the discretion to modify the 
avoidance area while the resource(s) are being evaluated. If the find is determined to be 
an historical or unique archaeological resource, as defined in California Code of 
Regulations Section 15064.5 (State CEQA Guidelines), avoidance or other appropriate 
measures shall be implemented.  
 

Therefore, for the reasons stated in the discussion above, Project impacts to archaeological 
resources will be less than significant with mitigation. 
 
c) Disturb any human remains, 
including those interred outside of 
formal cemeteries? 

    

Source(s): AE(a); CHSC 7050.5; PRC 5097.98 
 
The Project site is not located on a known formal or informal cemetery. No impacts to human 
remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries, are anticipated. In the unlikely 
event that unknown human remains are uncovered during Project construction, pursuant to law, 
the proper authorities will be notified and standard procedures for the respectful handling of 
human remains will be adhered to in compliance with California Health and Safety Code Section 
7050.5, and Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. Compliance with these regulations will be 
incorporated by the Project as mitigation measure MM CR 2. 
 

MM CR 2: If human remains are uncovered at any time, all activities in the immediate 
area of the find shall be halted by the City or its contractor and the County Coroner shall 
be notified immediately pursuant to Health & Safety Code Section 7050.5, 57051, and 
7054 and Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. If the Coroner determines that the 
remains are of Native American origin, the Coroner shall proceed as directed in the 
corresponding Health & Safety Codes, and Public Resources Code as well as Section 
15064.5(e) of the CEQA Guidelines. 

 
Therefore, through compliance with existing regulations (as implemented by MM CR 2), the 
Project’s impacts will be less than significant with mitigation. 
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VI. ENERGY -- Would the project: 
a) Result in potentially significant 
environmental impact due to 
wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary 
consumption of energy resources, 
during project construction or 
operation? 

    

Source(s): CCR 13, CDTFA(a); CDTFA(b); Webb(a); Webb(b); Project Description; 
Translutions  
 
As an infrastructure project, the majority of impacts will be short-term. As described in the 
AQ/GHG Analysis (Webb(a), included as Appendix A), the Project’s construction would last 
approximately 18 months. Project construction would require the use of construction equipment 
for grading (including excavation and trenching), and paving, as well as construction workers 
and vendors traveling to and from the Project site. Construction equipment requires diesel as 
the fuel source and construction worker and vendor trips use both gasoline and diesel fuel. 
Project-related fuel consumption from construction was estimated and is included in Appendix D 
– Energy Tables (Webb(b)).  
 
Fuel consumption from on-site heavy-duty construction equipment and construction vehicles 
would be temporary in nature and uses a limited number of equipment (Webb(a), pp. 2-3), A 
total of 148,076 gallons of diesel fuel, and 14,275 gallons of gasoline is estimated to be 
consumed during Project site construction (Webb(d), Table 1). For comparison, the State of 
California consumed approximately 13.6 billion gallons of gasoline (CDTFA(a)) and 
approximately 3 billion gallons of diesel fuel (CDTFA(b)) in 2023, which is the most recent 
published data. Construction equipment is also required to comply with regulations limiting idling 
to five minutes or less (CCR 13). Thus, the fuel usage during Project construction would 
represent a negligible short-term demand on energy resources for gasoline and diesel fuel in 
California. Additionally, the Project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of any 
state or local plans for renewable energy or energy efficiency because there are no applicable 
plans for a Project that consists of roadway and drainage improvements. Furthermore, there are 
no unusual Project site characteristics that would necessitate the use of construction equipment 
that would be less energy-efficient than at comparable construction sites in other parts of the 
State.  
 
As discussed in response XVII.b), below, although the proposed Project would add roadway 
capacity, it would result in a net decrease in automobile VMT due to added capacity from the 
change in route in the Project area and introduction of bicycle facilities within the Project site.  
The Project’s improvements to the bicycle and pedestrian network in the area will reduce 
automobile travel, which contributes to a net reduction of VMT within a 10-mile radius of the 
Project site. Vehicle fuel use would also result from infrequent visits by vehicles driven by 
existing maintenance personnel and are considered negligible. Therefore, the Project would 
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result in a net reduction in vehicle fuel consumption post-construction.  
 
For these reasons, the Project would not result in a potentially significant impact due to 
wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy during Project construction or 
operation. Impacts are less than significant. 
 
b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or 
local plan for renewable energy or 
energy efficiency? 

    

Source(s): Project Description  
 
As discussed in response VI.a), above, as an infrastructure improvement project, there are no 
applicable plans. Thus, the Project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of a state or 
local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency. No impact will occur. 
 

VII. GEOLOGY AND SOILS -- Would the project: 
Two geotechnical pavement investigation reports entitled, Geotechnical Pavement Investigation 
Avenue 50 Widening Jefferson Street to Madison Street and Geotechnical Pavement Investigation 
Avenue 50 Widening Madison Street to Botella Place, collectively referred to as the Geotechnical 
Pavement Investigation Reports, were prepared by Geocon West, Inc. (Geocon). These reports 
are included as Appendices E.1 and E.2 to this IS/MND and are cited as Geocon(a) and Geocon 
(b), respectively. The Geotechnical Pavement Investigation Reports include recommendations for 
the construction of proposed interim reconstruction/rehabilitation of existing pavements and 
ultimate roadway widening improvements, and the construction of associated improvements within 
the Project site.  
a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, 
or death involving: 
i) Rupture of a known earthquake 
fault, as delineated on the most 
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake 
Fault Zoning Map issued by the State 
Geologist for the area or based on 
other substantial evidence of a 
known fault? Refer to Division of 
Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42. 

    

Source(s): IGP; LQGP 
 
There are three major, known faults located in Riverside County: the San Andreas, San Jacinto, 
and Elsinore faults. (IGP, p. 10-4). The San Andreas Fault Zone is approximately 4.1 miles 
northeast from the Project site. There are no known active faults or Alquist-Priolo Special 
Studies Zones within the Project site or its immediate vicinity. (IGP, Figure 10-1 and LQGP, 
Exhibit IV-2). Additionally, due to the nature of the Project it does not pose a substantial risk to 
people or other structures in the event of strong seismic ground shaking since it does not 
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propose any structures, habitable or otherwise and because the improvements would be limited 
to expansion of existing roadway infrastructure consistent with the American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) standards. Additionally, there is nothing 
inherent in how the Project would be constructed or the Project itself that would contribute to 
rupture of a known earthquake fault. For these reasons, no impacts associated with rupture of 
a known earthquake fault are anticipated.  
 
ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?     

Source(s): IGP; LQGP 
 
Per the City of Indio’s GP, the Project site is in an area of high risk for ground shaking (IGP, 
Figure 10-1). However, the Project will not pose a substantial risk to people or structures in the 
event of strong seismic ground shaking since it does not propose any structures intended for 
human occupancy and because the improvements would be limited to expansion of existing 
roadway infrastructure consistent with AASHTO standards. Therefore, there will be no impact. 
 
iii) Seismic-related ground failure, 
including liquefaction?     

Source(s): IGP; LQGP; Geocon(a); Geocon(b) 
 
Liquefaction, most often caused by earthquakes, describes a phenomenon where a soil’s 
strength and stiffness is substantially reduced. Liquefaction causes the soil’s composition to 
liquefy, which destabilizes buildings that are supported by the ground (IGP, p. 10-5). The Project 
site is in an area of low to high risk of ground shaking and liquefaction (IGP, Figure 10-1 and 
LQGP, Exhibit IV-3). However, the nature of the Project will not result in exposing people or 
structures to substantial risk from seismic-related ground failure including liquefaction, since 
there are no new structures proposed and because the improvements would be limited to 
expansion of existing roadway infrastructure consistent with AASHTO standards. 
 
Pavement failure in roadways is generally the result of poor soils, drainage, traffic, improper 
materials, improper design, and lack of construction oversight. The Project includes drainage 
facilities, so that water would not pool and collect in a manner to undermine the pavements.  
In addition to incorporating AASHTO standards into the roadway design and construction, the 
Project would also incorporate the recommendations of the Geotechnical Pavement 
Investigation Reports, including but not limited to, remedial grading, compaction, pavement 
sections, backfill of any utility trenches, excavations, etc. Failure resulting from traffic is 
addressed through design and construction of the roadway to the appropriate traffic index (TI). 
Therefore, impacts associated with directly or indirectly causing potential substantial adverse 
effects including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving seismic-related ground failure, 
including liquefaction, will be less than significant.  
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iv) Landslides?     
Source(s): IGP; LQGP 
 
Landslides occur when masses of rock, earth, or other material move rapidly down a slope. 
Landslides and surficial slope failure are most likely to occur in areas with a slope greater than 
25 percent (hillside areas) and along steep bluffs. Since the City of Indio is relatively flat with 
undeveloped hillsides along the northern boundary, the City is at low risk for landslides (IGP, p. 
10-5). The City of La Quinta is also at low risk for landslide due to relatively flat topography 
(LQGP, Exhibit IV-3). No topographical features that could potentially create landslides are 
located within the immediate vicinity of the Project site. Therefore, no impact will occur. 
 
b) Result in substantial soil erosion or 
the loss of topsoil?     

Source(s): Project Description 
 
Construction of the road and associated drainage improvements will entail grading and 
construction in unpaved areas, which may result in a loss of topsoil. A Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) will be prepared and implemented during Project construction that 
includes erosion control, sediment control, tracking control, Best Management Practices 
(BMPs). For wind erosion, SCAQMD Rule 403.1 shall be implemented requiring an approved 
Fugitive Dust Control Plan for activities disturbing more than 5,000 square feet, maintenance of 
a daily dust control log on-site, and installation of construction project signage with contact 
information for complaints. For these reasons there will be no impact regarding soil erosion or 
the loss of topsoil. 
 
c) Be located on a geologic unit or 
soil that is unstable, or that would 
become unstable as a result of the 
project, and potentially result in, on or 
offsite landslide, lateral spreading, 
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? 

    

Source(s): IGP; LQGP; USGS; Geocon(a); Geocon(b) 
 
Lateral spreading consists of lateral movement of level or near-level ground associated with 
liquefaction during an earthquake (USGS). As discussed in response VII.a.iii), above, the 
Project site is located in an area of low to high risk of liquefaction (IGP, Figure 10-1, LQGP 
Exhibit IV-3); thus, during an earthquake, lateral spreading could occur. Land subsidence is a 
gradual settling or sudden sinking of the Earth’s surface. The principal causes of land 
subsidence include groundwater extraction, oil extraction, and peat loss. Indio and La Quinta 
are in an area of historic subsidence (IGP, p. 10-9). However, the potential for subsidence will 
be reduced by incorporation of the recommendations of the Geotechnical Pavement 
Investigations including but not limited to, remedial grading, and soil compaction, and pavement 
materials for the roadbed, where road widening is proposed and the recommendations 
regarding rehabilitation and reconstruction of existing pavements along westbound Avenue 50. 
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Because the Project will be required to implements the recommendations of the Geotechnical 
Pavement Investigation Reports, impacts regarding being located on a geologic unit or soil that 
is unstable, or that would become unstable as a result of the Project, and potentially result in, on 
or offsite landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse would be less than 
significant.  
 
d) Be located on expansive soil, as 
defined in Table 18-1-B of the 
Uniform Building Code (1994), 
creating substantial direct or indirect 
risks to life or property? 

    

Source(s): USDA; Geocon(a); Geocon(b) 
 
Expansive soils have a significant amount of clay particles or other minerals that have the ability 
to give up water (shrink) or take on water (swell). The subgrade soils consist of artificial fill 
overlying alluvial soils. The alluvium generally consists of interbedded poorly graded sands with 
silt. The undocumented fill generally consists of poorly graded sands and silty sands 
(Geocon(a), p. 3; Geocon(b), p. 3). All excavations, temporary slopes and trenches will be 
properly constructed and maintained in accordance with applicable OSHA guidelines in order to 
maintain safety and the stability of the excavations and adjacent improvements. (Geocon(a), p. 
19; Geocon(b), p. 20). Further, the installation of road base and new or rehabilitated asphalt 
concrete for the roadway improvements and construction of the proposed utility installation 
consistent with the geotechnical recommendations from the Geotechnical Pavement 
Investigation Reports, such as backfill (blending of soils/mix of soils appropriate stability), will 
eliminate the potential for expansive soils to adversely impact the street. With the 
implementation of geotechnical recommendations, no impact will occur with regards to the 
Project being located on expansive soils that would create substantial risks to life or property. 
 
e) Have soils incapable of adequately 
supporting the use of septic tanks or 
alternative waste water disposal 
systems where sewers are not 
available for the disposal of waste 
water? 

    

Source(s): Project Description 
 
The Project involves the improvement of an existing roadway and will not require septic tanks or 
alternative wastewater disposal systems. Therefore, no impact will occur. 
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f) Directly or indirectly destroy a 
unique paleontological resource or 
site or unique geologic feature? 

    

Source(s): AE(b); LQGP; IGP 
 
The County has assigned various paleontological sensitivity to the various geologic units 
exposed within its boundaries—Low, Undetermined, High A (Ha), and High B (Hb) Potential. In 
contrast to the County, Indio includes only three categories for ranking the sensitivity of a 
geologic unit—High, Undetermined, and Low Potential.  
 
A Paleontological Technical Memorandum for the Avenue 50 Improvements Project was 
prepared by Applied EarthWorks, Inc. (Æ) and is included as Appendix F to this IS/MND. The 
paleontological resource assessment (AE(b)) indicates when placed over the County of 
Riverside paleontological sensitivity map, the entire Project area is mapped as High A. Similarly, 
the City of Indio and City of La Quinta sensitive paleontological resources map indicates the 
entire Project area is High Potential. Æ’s desktop studies (i.e. the records search and literature 
review) support these assessments. Specifically, the records searches and literature reviews 
indicate that paleontological resources have been collected from Lake Cahuilla beds within 7 
miles of the Project area, from depths of 1 to 2 below ground surface (bgs). As Lake Cahuilla 
beds are potentially interstratified with the Holocene young alluvial valley deposits, such 
resources may also be present at these depths within the Project area. (AE(b), p. 8). Therefore, 
because of the high paleontological sensitivity assigned to the Project site, a Paleontological 
Resource Impact Mitigation Program (PRIMP) shall be prepared and approved by the City, as 
set forth in mitigation measure MM GEO 1. Thus, with implementation of MM GEO 1, impacts 
with regard to directly or indirectly destroying a unique paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature would be reduced to less than significant with mitigation. 
 

MM GEO 1: Prior to construction, a paleontological resource mitigation program 
(PRIMP) shall be prepared by a qualified professional paleontologist to indicate where 
and how often construction monitoring will be required for the Project. The PRIMP will 
utilize the results of this Project’s paleontological technical memorandum possibly 
refined by the results of geotechnical borings to specify the steps to be taken to mitigate 
impacts to paleontological resources. These steps may include but are not limited to a 
Worker’s Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) training prior to the start of 
Project-related ground disturbance and presented in-person to all field personnel to 
describe the types of fossils that may be found and the procedures to follow if any are 
encountered. Monitoring will be required for any ground-disturbing activities for drainage 
improvements, and utility relocation and/or replacement. 
 
The PRIMP will provide details about fossil collection, analysis, and preparation for 
permanent curation at an approved repository. A report of findings, including an itemized 
inventory of recovered specimens, will be prepared upon completion of the procedures 
and consistent with the standards outlined in the PRIMP. 
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VIII. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS --Would the project: 
a) Generate greenhouse gas 
emissions, either directly or indirectly, 
that may have a significant impact on 
the environment? 

    

Source(s): Webb(a) 
 
The City of Indio adopted the City of Indio Climate Action Plan (CAP) on September 19, 2019, to 
support the Greenhouse Gas (GHG) reduction goals of the statewide policies, which outlines a 
review process for evaluating GHG impacts and determining significance for CEQA purposes by 
either: (1) applying an emissions level that is determined to be less than significant for small 
projects, or (2) utilizing the Climate-Ready Development Review Checklist as evaluation of the 
new project effectiveness at reducing GHG emissions and how well the projects comply with the 
City of Indio’s GHG emissions reduction targets. The City of Indio CAP followed the California 
Air Pollution Control Officers Association (CAPCOA) guidance for quantifying greenhouse gas 
emissions and reduction measures. The report references 900 Metric Tons of Carbon Dioxide 
Equivalent (MTCO2E) as a conservative threshold for determining when further analysis is 
required. This threshold is intended as a bright-line test that would exempt projects that are too 
small to have significant impacts from further analysis. 
 
The City of La Quinta adopted a Greenhouse Gas Reduction Plan in 2013 that established 
policies and programs in order for the City to achieve its reduction goals for new development. 
The Greenhouse Gas Reduction Plan did not establish a numeric threshold nor has the City of 
La Quinta adopted a numeric GHG threshold of significance. Therefore, for the purposes of this 
analysis, the GHG threshold of 900 MTCO2E was used from the City of Indio CAP as a 
screening threshold. 
 
The AQ/GHG Analysis (Webb(a), included as Appendix A) indicates that an estimated total of 
53.23 MTCO2E1 per year will occur from Project construction equipment and associated 
worker/vendor trips during the amortized construction period. As discussed in response XVII.b), 
below, the proposed Project would result in a net reduction of VMT in the influence area, which 
is a 10-mile radius from the Project site. (Translutions, p. 4). Therefore, the Project would not 
result in long-term increases in GHG emissions. Operational emissions would also include 
infrequent visits by vehicles driven by existing maintenance personnel and are considered 
negligible. The Project’s emissions were compared to the Indio CAP’s 900 MTCO2E/yr threshold 
for projects that are too small to have significant impacts. Due to the estimated amount of 
emissions from Project construction (53.23 MTCO2E/yr) and negligible operational emissions 
from infrequent maintenance vehicles related to the roadway and drainage improvements, the 

 
1  Determined from CalEEMod Model calculation of construction emissions over the estimated construction period. 

Construction emissions were amortized over a 30-year period, as recommended by SCAQMD. 
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proposed Project will not generate GHG emissions that exceed the screening threshold of 900 
MTCO2E/yr. Therefore, the proposed Project will not generate GHG emissions that may have a 
significant impact on the environment and the impact is considered to be less than significant. 
 
b) Conflict with an applicable plan, 
policy or regulation adopted for the 
purpose of reducing the emissions of 
greenhouse gases? 

    

Source(s): Webb(a) 
 
See response VIII.a), above. As the proposed Project involves the construction of roadway and 
drainage improvements, it is not considered a significant source of operational GHG emissions. 
Moreover, the Project results in a net reduction in VMT (and therefore GHG emissions) in the 
influence area and enhances mobility and safety for drivers, bicyclists, and pedestrians within 
the Project area consistent with the Indio and La Quinta General Plan. There are no directly 
applicable plans, policies, or regulations for smaller infrastructure improvements such as the 
proposed Project. The Project will not result in any changes to the existing land use patterns 
within the Project area and its construction does not generate significant amounts of GHG; 
therefore, the Project will not conflict with any applicable plan, policy, or regulation for the 
reduction in GHG emissions. As such, no impact would occur. 
 

IX. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS --Would the project: 
a) Create a significant hazard to the 
public or the environment through the 
routine transport, use, or disposal of 
hazardous materials? 

    

Source(s): CCR 8; CCR 13; CCR 22; CCR 26; CFR; CHSC 6.95; Caltrans 2016; Caltrans 2019 
 
Construction of the Project will involve the transport of fuels, lubricants, and various other liquids 
for operation of construction equipment. These materials will be transported to the Project site 
by equipment service trucks. In addition, workers will commute to the Project site via private and 
company owned vehicles and will operate construction vehicles and equipment on public 
streets. The United States Department of Transportation Office of Hazardous Materials Safety 
prescribes strict regulations for the safe transport of hazardous materials, as described in Code 
of Federal Regulations Title 49 (CFR) and implemented by California Code of Regulations Title 
13 (CCR 13). Materials that are hazardous to humans and animals will be present during 
Project construction including diesel fuel, gasoline, equipment fuels, concrete, lubricant oils, 
adhesives, human waste, and chemical toilets. The potential exists for direct impacts to human 
health and the environment from accidental spills of small amounts of hazardous materials 
during Project construction. However, a variety of federal, state, and local laws govern the 
transport, generation, treatment, and disposal of hazardous materials and wastes; for instance, 
appropriate documentation for all hazardous waste that is transported in connection with this 
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Project’s activities will be provided as required for compliance with existing hazardous materials 
regulations codified in California Code of Regulations Titles 8 (CCR 8), 22 (CCR 22), and 26 
(CCR 26), and their enabling legislation set forth in California Health and Safety Code Chapter 
6.95 (CHSC 6.95). Further, hazardous materials are required to be stored in designated areas 
designed to prevent accidental release to the environment and disposed of according to the 
rules and regulations of federal and state agencies. 
 
In addition, the presence of such hazardous materials will cease upon construction completion 
and will not be necessary during operation except during infrequent maintenance or emergency 
repair-related activities, when the same regulations as those described above will apply and be 
implemented.  
 
Construction of the Project would also result in ground-disturbing activities along and within the 
existing paved roadway. Aerially deposited lead may have been deposited on the roadway and 
roadway shoulder from past leaded fueled vehicle emissions. The existence of aerially 
deposited lead in soils is a function of multiple variables but is primarily related to traffic volume 
and roadway age and often associated with highway improvement projects (Caltrans 2016). 
Given the low traffic volumes on existing Avenue 50 and relative disturbance of the road 
shoulders, aerially deposited lead is not anticipated to be a concern in the Project area. 
 
Project construction would also result in the removal of existing asphalt and concrete. In some 
cases, yellow traffic striping has the potential to contain lead. Yellow thermoplastic paint prior to 
2005 contained a lead chromate pigment; however, most of this striping has been removed or 
worn off the roadway (Caltrans 2019). Therefore, it is not anticipated to be a concern in the 
Project area. 
 
Compliance with all applicable laws and regulations will reduce the potential impacts associated 
with the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials. Therefore, the Project 
impacts will be less than significant. 
 
b) Create a significant hazard to the 
public or the environment through 
reasonably foreseeable upset and 
accident conditions involving the 
release of hazardous materials into 
the environment? 

    

Source(s):  CCR 8; CCR 13; CCR 22; CCR 26; CFR; CHSC 6.95 
 
See response to IX.a), above. A less than significant impact will occur. 
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c) Emit hazardous emissions or 
handle hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials, substances, or 
waste within one-quarter mile of an 
existing or proposed school? 

    

Source(s): IGP 
 
The Project site is located in an area served by the Coachella Valley Unified School District 
(CVUSD) and Desert Sands School District (DSSD) (IGP, Figure 9-2). There is one school 
within one-quarter mile of the Project site; Mountain Vista Elementary School is approximately 
0.18 miles north from Avenue 50. Although fuels, lubricants, and solvents are expected to be 
used during Project construction, use of these items would not create a route of hazardous 
exposure to students at nearby schools because construction activities would be limited to the 
street edges and ROW within the Project site. Project construction would comply with state and 
federal regulations governing the use and transport of hazardous materials. Because the 
nearest school is outside of the limits of the Project site and construction buffer, the proposed 
Project would not result in hazardous emissions or handling acutely hazardous materials, 
substances, or waste in its proximity. Impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation 
is required. 
 
d) Be located on a site which is 
included on a list of hazardous 
materials sites compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5 
and, as a result, would it create a 
significant hazard to the public or the 
environment? 

    

Source(s): Cortese List; EnviroStor  
 
The Project site is not located adjacent or on a hazardous materials site pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5 (Cortese List). According to the California Department of 
Toxic Substances Control’s EnviroStor database permitted hazardous materials sites, 
hazardous materials cleanup sites, and Geotracker cleanup sites are shown on Figure 9 – 
EnviroStor Map, the Project site is not located on a hazardous materials site (EnviroStor). The 
closest hazardous materials site is a “School Investigation” cleanup site located at 49th Avenue 
and Monroe Avenue, approximately 0.45 mile to the north of the Project site. This cleanup site is 
not considered active and has a cleanup status of “No Further Action”. There are no known 
active leaking underground storage tanks (LUSTs) within the Project site. There is one LUST 
cleanup site, located approximately 0.45 mile southwest from Jefferson Street and Avenue 50 
intersection. The case is “Completed – Case Closed” and therefore, will not affect Project 
construction or operation. Because these sites are outside of the Project’s construction footprint 
and cleanup has been completed, Project implementation is not anticipated to create a 
significant hazard to the public or environment. Therefore, impacts will be less than significant.  
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e) For a project located within an 
airport land use plan or, where such a 
plan has not been adopted, within two 
miles of a public airport or public use 
airport, would the project result in a 
safety hazard or excessive noise for 
people residing or working in the 
project area? 

    

Source(s): IGP; RCALUCP JC  
 
The nearest airports to the Project site are Bermuda Dunes Airport and Jacqueline Cochran 
Regional Airport (formerly Thermal Airport). The Project site is not located in either of these 
airports’ respective land use plans (IGP, p. 3-9, Figure 3-3); therefore, no impact will occur. 
 
f) Impair implementation of or 
physically interfere with an adopted 
emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

    

Source(s): Project Description 
 
Once Project construction is complete, there will be no impairment to an emergency response 
plan or emergency evacuation plan. Project construction will be confined within the Project site 
and is not anticipated to physically impair access to other existing roadways within the Project 
vicinity. A full roadway closure within the Project site is not anticipated; however, Project 
construction may necessitate lane closure(s), which may have a potential impact on an 
emergency evacuation plan. Thus, as discussed in response XVII.a), the Project will incorporate 
mitigation measure MM TRAFFIC 1, which requires a Traffic Management Plan (TMP) to 
ensure lane closures are adequately managed and emergency access is not impaired. Because 
preparation of a traffic management plan would maintain access for emergency vehicles, 
impacts will be less than significant with mitigation. 
 
g) Expose people or structures, 
either directly or indirectly, to a 
significant risk of loss, injury or death 
involving wildland fires? 

    

Source(s): CalFire 
 
Per the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CalFire), the Project site and 
surrounding area are not located in a very high fire hazard severity zone or a state responsibility 
zone for moderate, high, or very high fire hazard severity (CalFire). Therefore, no impact will 
occur with regard to exposure of people to structures to a significant risk of loss involving 
wildland fires.  
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X. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY -- Would the project: 
a) Violate any water quality 
standards or waste discharge 
requirements or otherwise 
substantially degrade surface or 
ground water quality? 

    

Source(s): Project Description; CGP; JLC 
 
Construction of the Project may result in the discharge of sediment and other construction by-
products. This potential discharge will be minimized, however, by compliance with the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) construction general stormwater permit (CGP) 
issued by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) (Order No. 2012-0006-DWQ, 
NPDES No. CAS000002). Prior to commencement of construction, the City will file a Notice of 
Intent indicating that the proposed Project’s construction activities will be in compliance with the 
conditions of the CGP. The primary condition of the CGP is implementation of an effective 
SWPPP that includes BMPs to minimize soil erosion and the release of non-stormwater 
discharges to the maximum extent practicable. These BMPs include, but are not limited to 
sediment and erosion controls, “housekeeping” measures for construction materials, waste 
management, vehicle storage and maintenance, stormwater runoff control, and site inspections. 
Through compliance with these existing regulations, the Project will not violate water quality 
standards during construction or waste discharge requirements during construction.  
 
The Project will provide drainage improvements currently not provided by the existing roadway. 
The proposed drainage improvements were designed and the hydrologic conditions evaluated 
in the Avenue 50 Street Hydrology In Support Of Proposed Street Improvements prepared by 
JLC Engineering and Consulting, Inc, (JLC) and included as Appendix G to this IS/MND. Said 
improvements will convey storm water runoff to underground infiltration chambers located and 
designed to handle runoff from the 100-year, 24-hour storm event (24-hour duration of the storm 
event yields the maximum of the storm volume). The proposed catch basins will be fitted with 
inserts for pre-treatment to control debris and sediment removal. These proposed improvements 
in and of themselves will not contribute to a violation of water quality standards or waste 
discharge requirements, but rather they are expected to improve downstream water quality 
through the reduction of sediment. Through compliance with existing regulations related to 
water quality standards, impacts will be less than significant.  
 
b) Substantially decrease 
groundwater supplies or interfere 
substantially with groundwater 
recharge such that the project may 
impede sustainable groundwater 
management of the basin? 

    

Source(s): Project Description; JLC 
 
The proposed Project will not require the use of groundwater other than temporary use for 
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construction purposes (e.g. dust control). The Project area is not a groundwater recharge site. 
The proposed drainage system will facilitate onsite infiltration of stormwater runoff and will not 
impede sustainable groundwater management activities in the area because the proposed 
drainage system will collect and store storm flows which will then infiltrate. Therefore, no 
impact will occur. 
 
c) Substantially alter the existing 
drainage pattern of the site or area, 
including through the alteration of the 
course of a stream or river or through 
the addition of impervious surfaces, in 
a manner which would:  

    

i) Result in substantial erosion or 
siltation on- or off-site;     

Source(s): Project Description; JLC 
 
Stormwater runoff within the Project area currently sheet flows over unfinished road shoulders 
resulting in drainage problems for the City. The proposed Project will create additional 
impervious areas including curb and gutters where none currently exist that will alter the 
drainage pattern of the area so that flows are directed and concentrated into drainage structures 
to reduce localized flooding. However, the proposed drainage system will convey all runoff in 
the Project area up to the 100-year, 24-hour storm event into underground infiltration chambers, 
which is a design that is consistent with the City MDP. Further, each catch basin will be fitted 
with pre-treatment inserts for debris and sediment removal. The additional impervious surfaces 
that are proposed will change the existing drainage pattern of the area but will reduce the 
erosion and siltation potential through the use of curbs, gutters, pre-treatment filters and an 
onsite infiltration system. Therefore, through Project design and the aforementioned water 
quality regulations in response X.a), impacts will be less than significant. 
 
ii) Substantially increase the rate of 
amount of surface runoff in a manner 
which would result in flooding on- or 
offsite; 

    

Source(s): Project Description; JLC 
 
The proposed improvements will introduce new impervious areas that will collect and convey 
stormwater runoff in curb and gutter. Through concentrating runoff in this way, the flow rate will 
increase. However, the proposed drainage system will convey all runoff in the Project area up to 
the 100-year, 24-hour storm event into onsite underground infiltration chambers, which is a 
design that is consistent with the City MDP. Further, each catch basin will be fitted with pre-
treatment inserts for debris and sediment removal. The additional impervious surfaces that are 
proposed will not change the existing drainage pattern of the area rather it will reduce the 
flooding potential to surrounding properties through the use of an onsite infiltration system. 
Therefore, through Project design, the proposed Project would have a beneficial impact on 
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flooding issues in the project area. As such no impact would occur. 
 
iii) Create or contribute runoff water 
which would exceed the capacity of 
existing or planned stormwater 
drainage systems or provide 
substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff;  

    

Source(s): Project Description; JLC 
 
There are no existing drainage facilities near the project vicinity; therefore, the storm runoff in 
the Project area will be retained onsite. Because the Project is a linear project there is no 
additional offsite area available for an aboveground infiltration basin. An underground 
retention/infiltration system has been designed to retain the Project runoff for the 100-year, 24-
hour storm event (24-hour duration of the storm event yields the maximum of the storm volume). 
This underground infiltration system is also consistent with the City of Indio MDP.  
 
The proposed drainage system consists of storm drain lines in multiple locations along Avenue 
50. Each storm drain line is a 60-inch diameter perforated HDPE pipe embedded in a trench 
filled with clean washed stones (gravel), located under the sidewalk/parkway on both sides of 
Avenue 50. Catch basins will be placed at the low points of the street and at the downstream 
end of each storm drain to collect and convey the street flow to the underground pipe for 
storage and infiltration. The catch basins will include inserts for pre-treatment of debris and 
sediment removal. Therefore, through Project design, there would be no impact to planned 
drainage systems or substantial additional sources of runoff.  
 
iv) Impede or redirect flood flows?     

Source(s): Project Description; IGP; FEMA; JLC 
 
The Project area is not within a flood hazard zone designated by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), as shown on Figure 10 – FEMA FIRM Map. The proposed 
Project will redirect stormwater runoff into the proposed curb and gutter, then to catch basins 
and an underground infiltration system. The facilities have been designed to handle up to a 100-
year, 24-hour storm event and is consistent with the City’s MDP. Therefore, the Project will 
improve the drainage pattern of the area and will not impede or redirect flood flows, and no 
impact will occur in this regard. 
 
d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche 
zones, risk release of pollutants due 
to project inundation? 

    

Source(s): IGP; Project Description. 
 
The proposed Project is not located in a flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zone. No impact will 
occur in this regard. 
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e) Conflict with or obstruct 
implementation of a water quality 
control plan or sustainable 
groundwater management plan? 

    

Source(s): Project Description; CGP; JLC; APU 
 
The proposed Project will improve existing roadways to ultimate width, as designated in the IGP 
and LQGP, with improvements that are currently lacking, which include curb, gutter, and 
drainage infrastructure.  The water quality control plan (Basin Plan) that encompasses the 
Project area will be implemented through Project compliance with existing NPDES regulations 
including the CGP to minimize impacts to receiving waters during construction. Further, the 
proposed drainage system will include catch basin filter inserts for pre-treatment of debris and 
sediment removal prior to infiltration of all runoff in the Project area up to the 100-year storm 
event.   
 
The Project site is located within the Indio Subbasin. The 2022 Indio Subbasin Water 
Management Plan Update (also known as the 2022 Alternative Plan Update) (APU) is the 
approved groundwater sustainability plan (GSP). Because the APU does not identify the Project 
site as the location for future APU projects, the Project will not conflict or obstruct the Basin Plan 
or GSP and no impacts will occur. 
 

XI. LAND USE AND PLANNING - Would the project: 
a) Physically divide an established 
community?     

Source(s): Project Description 
 
The Project includes improvements to an existing roadway including drainage and pedestrian 
and bicycle improvements as well as roadway widening and will not physically divide an 
established community. Therefore, no impact will occur. 
 
b) Cause a significant environmental 
impact due to a conflict with any land 
use plan, policy, or regulation 
adopted for the purpose of avoiding 
or mitigating an environmental 
effect? 

    

Source(s): Project Description 
 
The purpose of the Project is to implement the Mobility Element of Indio General Plan and the 
Circulation Element of La Quinta General Plan in which the Project is located. The Project 
implements both Elements by building out Avenue 50 to its ultimate General Plan cross-section. 
Therefore, no impact will occur. 
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XII. MINERAL RESOURCES -- Would the project: 
a) Result in the loss of availability of a 
known mineral resource that would be 
of value to the region and the 
residents of the state? 

    

Source(s): IGP; LQGP 
 
The State Mining and Geology Board has defined Mineral Resource Zones (MRZ) for the Cities, 
which is included in the Cities respective General Plans; the Project is located in an area 
designated MRZ-1, which the State Mining and Geology Board defines as areas where 
available geologic information indicates that little likelihood exists for the presence of significant 
mineral resources (IGP, p. 8-7 and Figure 8-2, LQGP III-17 and Exhibit III-1). Given that the 
Project is linear and traverses through already developed commercial and residential areas, it is 
highly unlikely that any surface mining or mineral recovery operation could feasibly take place 
within the Project site. For these reasons there will be no impact regarding the loss of mineral 
resources. 
 
b) Result in the loss of availability of a 
locally-important mineral resource 
recovery site delineated on a local 
general plan, specific plan or other 
land use plan? 

    

Source(s): IGP; LQGP 
 
See response to XII.a), above. No impact will occur. 
 

XIII. NOISE -- Would the project result in: 
a) Generation of a substantial 
temporary or permanent increase in 
ambient noise levels in the vicinity of 
the project in excess of standards 
established in the local general plan or 
noise ordinance, or applicable 
standards of other agencies? 

    

Source(s): IMC; IGP; IGP FEIR; LQGP; LQMC; Entech 
 
To evaluate noise impacts from the Project, a Noise Review Letter was prepared for the Project 
by Entech Consulting (Entech). This study is included as Appendix H to the IS/MND. 

Construction 

The City of Indio and City of La Quinta have determined that certain noise levels are detrimental 
to public health, safety and welfare; and are therefore, contrary to public interest. In order to 
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control unnecessary, excessive, and/or annoying noise within each jurisdiction, minimize noise 
levels, and mitigate the effects of noise to provide a safe and healthy living environment Chapter 
95C of the Indio Municipal Code and Chapter 6.08.050 of the La Quinta Municipal Code provide 
general noise regulations. The proposed Project consists of roadway, sidewalk, bicycle and 
drainage improvements. The Project will generate noise during construction from the use of 
construction equipment. Construction noise levels were estimated using Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual and the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) Roadway Construction Noise Model, together with several key 
construction parameters, including distance to each sensitive receptor, equipment usage, 
percent usage factor, and baseline parameters for the Project site. Three or four of the loudest 
pieces of equipment were used as a worst-case scenario as all equipment could not be adjacent 
to a single sensitive receptor at the same time. All equipment was assumed to be situated at the 
center of the Project site. (Entech, p. 3). 

The maximum noise levels associated with equipment used during the grading and paving 
construction phases are 87.5 and 87.9 dBA Leq, respectively, which are 45 feet from the future 
centerline of Avenue 50 and 10 feet from the edge of construction activities. Sensitive receptors 
are adjacent to the Project site at this distance, and many are located at further distances. 
(Entech, pp. 3-4). However, the construction noise will not be focused in proximity to any 
particular receptor location as the work will vary according to the progress made along the 
Project site. Project construction noise will be up to 88 dBA Leq(h) at the nearest sensitive 
receptors. (Entech, p. 5). Thus, although construction noise may be perceptible by residences 
along the Project alignment, due to the short duration of the noise exposure it is not considered 
substantial.  

Construction-related noise is regulated by Indio Municipal Code Section 95C.08, which allows 
the operation of construction tools and machinery between the hours of: 

(1) Pacific Standard Time 

(a) Monday through Friday, 7:00 a.m. through 6:00 p.m. 

(b) Saturday, 8:00 a.m. through 6:00 p.m. 

(c) Sunday, 9:00 a.m. through 5:00 p.m. 

(d) Government Holidays, 9:00 a.m. through 5:00 p.m. 

(2) Pacific Daylight Time 

(a) Monday through Friday, 6:00 a.m. through 6:00 p.m. 

(b) Saturday, 7:00 a.m. through 6:00 p.m. 

(c) Sunday, 9:00 a.m. through 5:00 p.m. 

(d) Government Holidays, 9:00 a.m. through 5:00 p.m. 

Exemptions to Indio Municipal Code Section 95C.08 include activities per Section 95C.09 (I), 
which states:  
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The provisions of this chapter shall not preclude the construction, operation, 
maintenance and repairs of equipment, apparatus or facilities of park and recreation 
departments, public work projects or essential public services and facilities, including 
trash collection and those activities of public utilities subject to the regulatory jurisdiction 
of the California Public Utilities Commission. 

Construction-related noise is regulated by La Quinta Municipal Code Chapter 6.08.050, which 
allows the operation of construction tools and machinery between: 

October 1st through April 30th, construction is allowable from 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on 
weekdays and from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Between May 1st through 
September 30th, construction is allowable from 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on weekdays and 
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Construction is not allowed on Sundays or 
Government Holidays. 

Project construction noise could be up to 88 dBA Leq(h) near sensitive receptors which are 45 
feet from the future centerline of Avenue 50 and 10 feet from the edge of construction activities. 
This reflects the highest noise levels for sensitive receptors in La Quinta which are closer to the 
Project site. Noise levels will be lower for the residences in Indio who have a further setback 
from the Project site. Additionally, residences with block walls will have a reduction in noise 
level. Because the Project’s roadway improvements will be an Indio Public Works construction 
project, Project-related construction noise is exempt from the Indio Municipal Code. Additionally, 
the Project will be exempt from the La Quinta Municipal Code for construction noise control 
because it is a public works project. (Entech, p. 2). Nonetheless, as discussed below, the 
Project will incorporate mitigation measures MM NOI 1 through MM NOI 3 to reduce potential 
short-term noise, which will entail the Project’s construction adhering to the most restrictive 
hours of these jurisdictions.  

Traffic Noise 

Transportation-related noise impacts associated with the Project were evaluated. Noise level 
increases and impacts attributable to the development of the proposed Project are estimated by 
comparing the traffic volume before and after roadway widening. For purposes of this analysis, 
roadway noise impacts would be considered significant if the Project increases noise levels for 
noise-sensitive land uses by 3 dBA. 

Traffic noise from vehicular traffic was projected using the FHWA Traffic Noise Prediction Model 
standards. The FHWA model arrives at the predicted noise level through a series of 
adjustments to the Reference Energy Mean Emission Level (REMEL). Roadway volumes and 
percentages correspond to the City of Indio General Plan EIR traffic counts. (Entech, p. 2). 

The Project proposes widening Avenue 50 from one travel lane to two travel lanes in each 
direction. The potential off-site noise impacts caused by the proposed roadway expansion were 
calculated at a distance of 50 feet. The noise levels were calculated for Existing traffic 
conditions with the existing lane configuration (Existing without Project) and compared to the 
noise levels from Existing traffic conditions with the proposed lane configuration (Existing plus 
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Project). Additionally, the noise levels were calculated for Future conditions with and without the 
project and is shown below: 

Table XIII-A – Existing and Future With and Without Project Noise Levels Along 
Roadways (dBA CNEL) 

Roadway Segment 

CNEL at 50 ft (dBA) Change in 
Noise 
Level 

CNEL at 50 ft (dBA) Change in 
Noise 
Level 

Existing 
(Without 
Project) 

Existing Plus 
Project 

Future 
(Without 
Project) 

Future Plus 
Project 

Jefferson to Madison 67.2 67.6 0.4 72.8 73.2 0.4 
Madison to Monroe 68.9 69.3 0.4 72.5 73.0 0.4 
Monroe to Jackson 70.1 70.3 0.2 73.5 73.7 0.2 

 
As shown above, the widening of Avenue 50 to accommodate two travel lanes in each direction 
will increase the Existing traffic noise levels by approximately 0.2 to 0.4 dBA. The Future traffic 
noise levels will also increase by approximately 0.2 to 0.4 dBA. It takes a change of 3 dBA or 
more to hear an audible difference which would occur with a doubling of traffic. The increase in 
traffic noise levels between the Existing and Future conditions with the Project does not change 
and remains between approximately 0.2 to 0.4 dBA. Therefore, the traffic noise impact is less 
than significant. (Entech, pp. 3-4). 

The Indio GP FEIR future noise level predictions for the build-out of the IGP are shown below:  

Table XIIII-B – Potentially Significant Traffic Noise Level Increases 

Roadway Segment Existing 
ADT 

Future 
(2040) 
ADT 

Noise Level 
(CNEL at 
50 feet) 
Existing 

Noise 
Level 

(CNEL at 
50 feet) 
Future 
(2040) 

Noise Level 
Change 
(dBA) 

Avenue 
50 

Jefferson to Madison 5,387 19,531 68 74 6 

Madison to Monroe 8,003 18,407 70 74 4 

Monroe to Jackson 10,041 21,993 71 75 4 
Source: IGP FEIR Table 4.12-6, p. 4.12-37 
CNEL = community noise equivalent level; ADT = average daily traffic 

 

Future development consistent with the IGP would result in noise level increases up to 6 dBA 
CNEL on roadway segments that are adjacent to existing noise-sensitive land uses as shown in 
Table XIII-B. For consistency with IGP Policy NE-2.6, the City of Indio’s GP FEIR includes 
mitigation measure (MM-NOS-1), which incorporates noise-reducing paving materials on the 
roadway, such as open grade asphalt. Implementation of noise-reducing paving materials would 
reduce noise levels by 4 to 5 dBA. This noise reduction level would reduce the noise level to 
less than significant levels, bringing the resultant noise level within the acceptable noise 
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compatibility levels near residential land uses. Consistent with the IGP FEIR, the Project will 
implement noise-reducing paving materials as required in MM NOI 4, shown below. 

Therefore, impacts regarding substantial temporary or permanent increase in generation of 
noise in excess of standards codified in the Indio and La Quinta Noise Ordinance are 
considered to be less than significant with mitigation. 

To ensure potential short-term noise impacts from Project construction are less than significant, 
mitigation measures MM NOI 1 through MM NOI 3 shall be implemented. To reduce long-term 
noise impacts from Project operation to less than significant level, mitigation measure MM NOI 4 
shall be implemented.  
 

MM NOI 1: To prevent construction-related noise from disturbing sensitive receptors within 
proximity to the Project, construction hours shall be limited to the most restrictive hours 
contained in the City of Indio Municipal Code and City of La Quinta Municipal Code: 7:00 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays for 
activities conducted between October 1st and April 30th. For construction activities 
conducted between May 1st and September 30th, construction shall be limited to 6:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays. No construction 
shall be allowed on Sundays or government holidays. 
 
MM NOI 2: To minimize construction noise impacts resulting from poorly tuned or improperly 
modified vehicles and construction equipment, construction equipment shall be equipped 
with operating mufflers and shall maintain equipment engines in good condition and in 
proper tune per manufacturers’ specifications to the satisfaction of the City of Indio. 
Additionally, idling equipment shall be turned off when not in use and vehicles shall be 
maintained so that their loads are secured from rattling and banging. Equipment 
maintenance records and equipment design specification data sheets shall be kept on site 
during construction. Maintenance records shall be submitted monthly to the City of Indio. 
Compliance with this measure shall be subject to periodic inspections by the City of Indio. 
 
MM NOI 3: To inform potential sensitive receptors of the pending Project construction, the 
City of Indio shall give written notification to immediately adjacent property owners and 
tenants that front the Project site no less than 14 days prior to the start of construction for 
each City contract, should Project construction be completed in segments. The written 
notification shall include a tentative construction schedule and contact information for use by 
the public if specific noise issues arise. 
 
MM NOI 4: Consistent with IGP Policy NE-2.6, the City shall incorporate noise-reducing 
paving materials, such as open-grade asphalt, into the Project’s roadway improvement 
plans. 
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b) Generation of excessive 
groundborne vibration or 
groundborne noise levels? 

    

Source(s): Project Description; Entech; FHWA 
 
Ground-borne vibration and noise is generally associated with heavy truck and bus traffic, as 
well as the use of heavy equipment at construction sites. (LQGP EIR, p. III-156.) 
 
As a result of the proposed Project's construction, groundborne vibration may occur from heavy 
equipment during demolition, grading, and paving. Based on the FTA's reference vibration 
levels, a vibratory roller represents the peak source of vibration with a reference level of 0.210 
PPV (inches/second) at a distance of 25 feet during construction. At the nearest building, 
approximately 30 feet from the Project boundary, the vibration level would be 0.172 PPV 
(inches/second) which is perceptible but below any risk to architectural damage. (Entech, 
pp. 5-6). Further, impacts at the site of the closest building are unlikely to be sustained during 
the entire construction period but will occur only during the times that heavy construction 
equipment is operating near the Project site perimeter. Moreover, construction at the Project site 
will be restricted to daytime hours consistent with MM NOI 1, thereby eliminating potential 
vibration impact during the sensitive nighttime hours. On this basis, the potential for the 
proposed Project to result in persons' exposure to or generation of excessive ground-borne 
vibration during Project construction is determined to be less than significant.  
 
Regarding ground-borne vibration from mobile sources, according to the FHWA, all studies the 
highway agencies have done to assess the impact of operational traffic induced vibrations have 
shown that both measured and predicted vibration levels are less than any known criteria for 
structural damage to buildings. In fact, normal living activities (e.g., closing doors, walking 
across floors, operating appliances) within a building have been shown to create greater levels 
of vibration than highway traffic. (FHWA, p. 75). Groundborne vibration from vehicular traffic 
rarely causes a disturbance within buildings located in urban environments unless the pavement 
surface is uneven or the receptor is highly sensitive (e.g., a scientific research establishment) to 
groundborne vibration. The Project includes pavement reconstruction/rehabilitation that would 
replace uneven surfaces. Land uses along Avenue 50 include residential units, commercial 
buildings, golf courses, festival grounds, and vacant lots. None of these uses are considered 
highly sensitive receptors. 
 
According to the LQGP, ground-borne vibration and noise is generally associated with heavy 
truck and bus traffic (LQGP EIR, p. III-156). Although the Project would result in an increased 
number of trips using Avenue 50, these are expected to be automobile trips and not heavy 
trucks or buses. Avenue 50 is not a designated truck-route. Further, there are no bus routes that 
serve Avenue 50. The Project would reconstruct/rehabilitate uneven pavement along Avenue 
50, which will reduce vibration from vehicles. Therefore, implementation of the proposed Project 
would not result in the generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise 
levels and impacts in this regard will be less than significant. 
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c) For a project located within the 
vicinity of a private airstrip or an 
airport land use plan or, where such a 
plan has not been adopted, within two 
miles of a public airport or public use 
airport, would the project expose 
people residing or working in the 
project area to excessive noise 
levels? 

    

Source(s): RCALUCP BD; RCALUCP JC; Google Maps 
 
See response IX.e), above. The nearest airports to the Project site are Jacqueline Cochran 
Regional Airport (formerly Thermal Airport) and Bermuda Dunes Airport. The Project site is not 
located in either of these airports’ respective land use plans, nor would the Project conflict with 
such plans. The Project site is not located in the vicinity of a private airstrip. Therefore, with 
regards to exposing people to aircraft noise from private airstrips, no impacts will occur. 
 

XIV. POPULATION AND HOUSING – Would the project: 
a) Induce substantial unplanned 
population growth in an area, either 
directly (for example, by proposing 
new homes and businesses) or 
indirectly (for example, through 
extension of roads or other 
infrastructure)? 

    

Source(s): Project Description 
 
The Project consists of roadway and drainage improvements on the circulation element of Indio 
and La Quinta and as such is part of infrastructure planned for the Cities and does not include 
the construction of new homes or businesses and will not directly induce unplanned population 
growth. The Project will not indirectly induce substantial population growth in the area because 
the Project is not removing an impediment to development through the extension of roads or 
other infrastructure. Therefore, no impact will occur. 
 
b) Displace substantial numbers of 
existing people or housing, 
necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 

    

Source(s): Project Description 
 

The Project consists of roadway and drainage improvements, and thus, will not result in the 
displacement of any persons or housing necessitating the construction of replacement housing 
elsewhere. Therefore, no impact will occur. 
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XV. PUBLIC SERVICES: 
a) Would the project result in 
substantial adverse physical impacts 
associated with the provision of new 
or physically altered governmental 
facilities, the construction of which 
could cause significant 
environmental impacts, in order to 
maintain acceptable service ratios, 
response times or other performance 
objectives for any of the public 
services: 

    

 
Fire protection?     

Source(s): Project Description 
 
The proposed Project consists of roadway and drainage improvements, as such, will not include 
population growth that would require additional public services. No new or altered fire protection 
services will be required nor will existing service levels be affected once construction is 
complete. Emergency access will be maintained during construction though the implementation 
of a TMP that will be jointly approved by the Indio and La Quinta Public Works departments as 
discussed in responses IX.f) and XVIII.a) above. Therefore, no impact will occur. 
 
 
Police protection?     

Source(s): Project Description 
 
The proposed Project consists of roadway and drainage improvements, as such, will not include 
population growth that would require additional public services. No new or altered police 
protection services will be required nor will existing service levels be affected once construction 
is complete. Emergency access will be maintained during construction though the 
implementation of a TMP that will be jointly approved by the Indio and La Quinta Public Works 
departments as discussed in responses IX.f) and XVIII.a) above. Therefore, no impact will 
occur. 
 
 
Schools?     

Source(s): Project Description 
 
The proposed Project consists of roadway and drainage improvements, as such, will not include 
population growth that would require additional public services. No new or altered school 
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services will be required nor will existing service levels will be affected. Therefore, no impact 
will occur. 
 
 
Parks?     

Source(s): Project Description 
 
The proposed Project consists of roadway and drainage improvements, as such, will not include 
population growth that would require additional public services. No new or altered park services 
will be required nor will existing parkland ratios be affected. Therefore, no impact will occur. 
 
 
Other public facilities?     

Source(s): Project Description 
 
The proposed Project consists of roadway and drainage improvements and will not include 
population growth that would require additional public services, necessitate the construction of 
new governmental facilities, or increase demand on other public services. Therefore, the Project 
will have no impact. 
 

XVI. RECREATION  
a) Would the project increase the use 
of existing neighborhood and regional 
parks or other recreational facilities 
such that substantial physical 
deterioration of the facility would 
occur or be accelerated? 

    

Source(s): Project Description 
 
The Project does not involve new housing or employment opportunities that would directly or 
indirectly generate users which would result in an increased use of existing parks or recreational 
facilities. Therefore, no impact will occur. 
 
b) Does the project include 
recreational facilities or require the 
construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities which might 
have an adverse physical effect on 
the environment? 

    

Source(s): Project Description 
 
The Project does not include recreational facilities or involve the construction of housing or 
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creation of employment opportunities that would directly or indirectly generate users that would 
result in a need for construction or expansion of recreational facilities. Therefore, no impact will 
occur. 
 

XVII. TRANSPORTATION -- Would the project: 
a) Conflict with a program plan, 
ordinance, or policy addressing the 
circulation system, including transit, 
roadway, bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities? 

    

Source(s): IGP; IGP FEIR; LQ GP; LQGP EIR; Project Description; SunLine System Map; 
Translutions 
 
The Project improvements are consistent with the LQGP and IGP regarding the configuration of 
Avenue 50 within the Project site. Pursuant to the LQGP, Avenue 50 is currently operating at 
LOS A from Jefferson Street to Madison Street (LQGP EIR, p. III-217). At general plan build out, 
Avenue 50 from Jefferson Street to Madison Street is anticipated to operate at LOS C, which is 
consistent with the LQGP Policy CIR-1.6 that establishes LOS D for all corridors and 
intersections (LQGP, p. II-122). Within the City of Indio, Avenue 50 would continue to operate at 
LOS A under general plan build out conditions (IGP FEIR, p. 4.15-35). Thus, Avenue 50 would 
remain consistent with the IGP Policy ME-1.8 which establishes a performance standard of LOS 
D or better (IGP, p. 4-26). Regarding the circulation system, the vehicle miles traveled analysis 
(described in further detail in response XVII.b), below, demonstrates that widening Avenue 50 
and adding sidewalk, bike lane, curb and gutter, and drainage improvements per Indio’s MDP 
reduces vehicle miles traveled and as the Project area develops it will experience improved 
mobility than without the proposed improvements. 
 
During Project construction, construction-related vehicles and equipment will use existing roads 
within the vicinity of the Project site. As previously discussed in response IX.f), Project 
construction may entail lane closures during construction. To address circulation, safety, and 
emergency access issues associated with Project construction, a TMP will be prepared as 
required by mitigation measure MM TRAFFIC 1 and will be implemented. 
 

MM TRAFFIC 1: A Traffic Management Plan (TMP) shall be prepared by the contractor 
and jointly approved by Indio’s Public Works Department and La Quinta’s Public Works 
Department prior to initiation of construction activities to maintain safe traffic flow and 
permit adequate access by emergency vehicles. The TMP shall specify, as applicable, 
the designated haul route(s) and staging area(s) for construction activities, traffic control 
procedures, alternate routes in the event road closure is required, emergency access 
provisions, adequate sign postings, detours, provisions for local access to private 
property fronting the alignment, and permitted hours of construction. As deemed 
applicable by Indio and La Quinta, the contractor shall coordinate with local police, 
schools, emergency personnel, etc. 
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Regarding pedestrian and bicycle paths, the Project includes the addition of sidewalks and bike 
lanes for use by bicyclists as well as golf carts.  
 
Regarding transit, although the segment of Avenue 50 within the Project site is not currently 
utilized or served by SunLine Transit, the region’s mass transit provider; there is nothing in the 
Project design that would preclude the Project site being served by mass transit in the future. 
Rather, once the Project is constructed, the roadway will be better suited to accommodate mass 
transit buses. 
 
In sum, the Project may temporarily affect alternative transportation during construction due to 
potential temporary lane closures and rerouting; however, proper precautions described in the 
TMP implemented by MM TRAFFIC 1, will be made to ensure the safety of the construction 
workers and alternative transportations users. The Project’s improvement of Avenue 50 will 
better facilitate alternative forms of transportation including use by bicycling, and pedestrian use 
as a result of the new widened design, which will include a sidewalk and bicycle lane. Thus, the 
Project will not negatively impact alternative transportation performance or safety. For the 
reasons set forth above, the Project will not conflict with a program plan, ordinance, or policy 
addressing the circulation system. Therefore, impacts will be less than significant with 
mitigation. 
 
b) Conflict or be inconsistent with 
CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, 
subdivision (b)? 

    

Source(s): Project Description; Translutions 
 
Senate Bill 743 (SB 743) was passed by the California State Legislature and signed into law by 
Governor Brown in 2013. SB 743 required the Office of Planning and Research and the 
California Natural Resources Agency to develop alternative methods of measuring 
transportation impacts under CEQA. In December 2018, the California Natural Resources 
Agency finalized updates to the CEQA Guidelines, which included SB 743. Section 15064.3 of 
the 2019 State CEQA Guidelines (and subsequent years) provide that transportation impacts of 
projects are, in general, best measured by evaluating the project's vehicle miles traveled (VMT). 
Automobile delay (often called Level of Service) will no longer be considered to be an 
environmental impact under CEQA. Automobile delay can, however, still be used by agencies to 
determine local operational impacts. The provisions of this section became mandatory July 1, 
2020.  
 
A VMT Analysis was prepared by Translutions, Inc. (Translutions) for the Project and is included 
in Appendix I of this IS/MND. The City of La Quinta has adopted guidelines or thresholds under 
VMT. The City of Indio uses the guidelines adopted by the County of Riverside. The 
recommended threshold identified in both the City of La Quinta and County of Riverside 
Guidelines is based on increase in VMT, and an impact occurs if the project results in a net 
increase in jurisdiction VMT. (Translutions, p. 1).  
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The Riverside County Model (RIVCOM) was run to evaluate the change in VMT for the Project. 
The model was run for the base year (2018) and future year (2045) conditions and for the 
without and with Project conditions. An impact would occur if there is a net increase in VMT with 
the proposed Project compared to the without Project condition. The model runs and data 
extraction process followed are consistent with standard modeling practice The Project results 
in a decrease in VMT under both the base and future year conditions showing a decrease of 
1,298 miles under base year and 427 miles under future year conditions. This reduction is likely 
due to the use of more direct preferred route due to the added capacity and introduction of 
bicycle facilities along the project corridor. (Translutions, pp. 1-3). 
 
It should be noted that the model does not account for active transportation improvements, 
improved multimodal access to schools, and increased accessibility and availability of 
alternative modes. VMT reductions have been calculated using the Handbook for Analyzing 
Greenhouse Gas Emission Reductions, Assessing Climate Vulnerabilities, and Advancing 
Health and Equity, California Air Pollution Control Officers Association (CAPCOA), December 
2021. (Translutions, p. 3). 
 
Since the Project will provide bicycle network improvements in the area, the total VMT 
associated with the traffic analysis zones along the Project would result in reduced VMT due to 
the increased use of bicycle improvements. For pedestrian network improvements, no 
reductions have been taken since these are mostly gap closure improvements, and no 
increased use of sidewalks is expected. (Translutions, p. 3).  
 
As a result of these improvements, the Project will result in a VMT reduction of 33 miles under 
base year and 46 miles under future conditions for traffic analysis zones adjacent to the Project 
limits. The resulting impact on the net VMT (with Project – without Project) within a 10-mile 
radius is 1,331 miles under base year conditions and 474 miles under future conditions. 
(Translutions, p. 3). Therefore, impacts to VMT are less than significant due to VMT reductions 
from bicycle improvements.  
 
In sum, the Project adds roadway capacity and decreases VMT due to the change in route due 
to the added capacity in the area. In addition, because it also improves bicycle and pedestrian 
network in the area, it further reduces automobile travel and results in a net reduction of VMT in 
the City of Indio and La Quinta influence area. Therefore, impacts with regard to being in conflict 
or inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b) will be less than 
significant. 
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c) Substantially increase hazards due 
to a geometric design feature (e.g., 
sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses 
(e.g., farm equipment)? 

    

Source(s): Project Description 
 
The segment of Avenue 50 within the Project site and its intersections are straight and do not 
include any curves. Improvements to an existing road will not result in incompatible uses or 
increase hazards within the Project site. In addition, installation of new sidewalks and bike lanes 
would improve safety for pedestrians and cyclists within the Project site as well as motorists. For 
these reasons, no impact will occur. 
 
d)  Result in inadequate emergency 
access?     

Source(s): Project Description 
 
As discussed in response IX.f), above, during construction, temporary lane closures may be 
necessary. Potential impacts to access resulting from lane closures will be reduced to less than 
significant levels with implementation of mitigation measure MM TRAFFIC 1 (see above). Once 
construction is completed, operation of the Project will improve emergency access as the 
improved roadway will facilitate emergency vehicles and/or evacuation if needed. For these 
reasons, impacts will be less than significant with mitigation. 
 

XVIII. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES  
a) Would the project cause a 
substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a tribal cultural 
resource, defined in Public Resource 
Code section 21074 as either a site, 
feature, place, cultural landscape that 
is geographically defined in terms of 
the size and scope of the landscape, 
sacred place, or object with cultural 
value to a California Native American 
tribe, and that is: 

    

i) Listed or eligible for listing in the 
California Register of Historical 
Resources, or in a local register of 
historical resources as defined in 
Public Resource Code section 
5020.1(k), or; 

    

Source(s): (AE (a)) 
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As identified in response V.a) above, no eligible historic properties or significant historical 
resources have been recorded on the Project site. As discussed in response XVIII.a.ii), below, 
no known tribal cultural resources were identified during the City’s AB 52 consultation. 
Therefore, impacts to tribal cultural resources that are listed or eligible for listing will be less 
than significant.  
 
ii) A resource determined by the lead 
agency, in its discretion and 
supported by substantial evidence, to 
be significant pursuant to criteria set 
forth in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resource Code section 5024.1. In 
applying the criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resource 
Code section 5024.1, the lead agency 
shall consider the significance of the 
resource to a California Native 
American tribe. 

    

Source(s): AB 52 
 
AB 52, signed into law in 2014, amended CEQA and established new requirements for tribal 
notification and consultation. AB 52 applies to all projects for which a notice of preparation or 
notice of intent to adopt a negative declaration/mitigated negative declaration is issued after July 
1, 2015. AB 52 also broadly defines a new resource category of tribal cultural resources and 
established a more robust process for meaningful consultation that includes: 
 
 prescribed notification and response timelines; 
 consultation on alternatives, resource identification, significance determinations, impact 

evaluation, and mitigation measures; and 
 documentation of all consultation efforts to support CEQA findings 

 
On June 26, 2024, the City notified nineteen local tribal governments in writing of the proposed 
Project pursuant to AB 52 pertaining to tribal cultural resources consultation:  
 

• Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
• Augustine Band of Cahuilla Mission Indians 
• Cabazon Band of Mission Indians 
• Campo Band of Mission Indians 
• Ewiiaapaayp Tribe 
• Jamul Indian Village 
• La Posta Band of Mission Indians 
• Los Coyotes Band of Mission Indians 
• Manzanita Band of Kumeyaay Nation 
• Viegas Band of Kumeyaay Indians 
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• Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians 
• Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians 
• Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation 
• Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians 
• Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians 
• Cahuilla Band of Indians 
• San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians 
• Ramona Band of Cahuilla Mission Indians 
• Morongo Band of Mission Indians 

 
The Morongo Band of Mission Indians and the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
responded to the notice. None of the other 17 local tribal governments responded. 
 
The Morongo Band of Mission Indians deferred to tribes more closely associated with the lands 
upon which the Project is located. The Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians (ACBCI) 
requested formal consultation, copies of the cultural resources surveys/record searches, and a 
Native American monitor during construction. The City of Indio submitted copies of the cultural 
resources documentation and met with the ACBCI on August 14, 2024. 
 
As a result of the City’s consultation with the ACBCI, the Project will incorporate mitigation 
measures MM CR 1 (see response V.b) above) and MM TCR 1 to address the processing of 
any artifacts that may inadvertently be discovered during ground disturbing activities. 
Consultation between the City and ACBCI concluded on October 2, 2024 with no further 
comments from the tribe. With implementation of mitigation measures MM CR 1 and 
MM TCR 1, impacts with regard to tribal cultural resources will be reduced to less than 
significant with mitigation. 
 

MM TCR 1: Prior to ground disturbing activities, the City of Indio shall retain a qualified 
professional archaeologist meeting Secretary of the Interior standards and an Agua 
Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians Native American Cultural Resource representative to 
monitor the initial ground disturbing activities such as grading and excavation. In the 
event that cultural resources (archaeological or historical) are encountered, in 
conjunction with the archaeological monitor, the Native American monitor shall have the 
authority to temporarily divert, redirect, or halt the ground disturbance activities to allow 
identification, evaluation, and potential recovery of cultural resources. The archaeologist 
and Native American monitor shall evaluate the significance of the find and prescribe an 
appropriate course of action. If avoidance of the resource(s) is not feasible, salvage 
operation requirements pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section15064.5 shall be 
followed. After the find has been appropriately avoided or mitigated, work in the area 
may resume. 
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XIX. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS -- Would the project: 
a) Require or result in the relocation 
or construction of new or expanded 
water, wastewater treatment or storm 
water drainage, electric power, 
natural gas, or telecommunications 
facilities, the construction or 
relocation of which could cause 
significant environmental effects? 

    

Source(s): Project Description 
 
The Project will not include any component that will require or result in the construction of new 
water, wastewater treatment, natural gas, or telecommunications facilities outside the Project 
footprint. The potential relocation of existing water and dry utilities will be within the Project 
footprint analyzed herein, thus any potential impacts associated with such relocation are 
disclosed and evaluated in each section of this IS/MND. Electric distribution lines that are above 
ground will be undergrounded as part of the Project, within the Project footprint. Electric 
transmission lines may be relocated as part of the Project and may require an easement or 
ROW acquisition within the Project footprint, and has been analyzed herein. The proposed 
streetlights within Indio will require a nominal amount of electricity but will be located within the 
disturbed areas adjacent to the intersections within the Project footprint; therefore, the resulting 
impacts from these facilities will be less than significant. The disturbance to water meters and 
irrigation standpipes will consist of adjusting the grade for the manholes and relocation of the 
utilities within the Project footprint. 
 
The Project incorporates catch basins and underground infiltration chambers that will reduce 
localized flooding consistent with the City MDP. These storm water drainage facilities have also 
been designed to handle the runoff from the increased impervious areas created by the Project. 
Other than the storm drain facilities proposed by the Project, no new storm water drainage 
facilities will be required. Therefore, impacts will be less than significant. 
 
b) Have sufficient water supplies 
available to serve the project and 
reasonably foreseeable future 
development during normal, dry and 
multiple dry years? 

    

Source(s): Project Description 
 
The proposed Project consists of roadway and drainage improvements that will not necessitate 
the construction or use of new or expanded water supplies. Water is only necessary during 
construction, which is short term and currently available from the Indio Water Authority. 
Therefore, no impact will occur. 
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c) Result in a determination by the 
wastewater treatment provider which 
serves or may serve the project that it 
has adequate capacity to serve the 
project’s projected demand in 
addition to the provider’s existing 
commitments?  

    

Source(s): Project Description 
 
See response to XIX.a), above. The Project will not result in wastewater generation, and thus, 
will not impact existing wastewater facility capacity. Therefore, no impact will occur. 
 

Source(s): Project Description, IMC 
 
Construction of the Project will generate some solid waste, which will be disposed of 
appropriately at a permitted landfill. The amount generated during construction is not expected 
to be excessive such that it would be in excess of State or local standards, or in excess of local 
infrastructure or other solid waste reduction goals. Operation of the Project in and of itself will 
not generate solid waste. Moreover, pursuant to Indio Municipal Code Section 51.47, the Project 
will be required to divert at least 50 percent of recyclable, reusable, and salvageable debris from 
landfills through implementation of a Construction and Demolition Debris Plan. Compliance with 
existing regulations will ensure impacts associated with solid-waste generation during 
construction are less than significant. 
 
e) Comply with federal, state, and 
local management and reduction 
statutes and regulations related to 
solid waste? 

    

Source(s): Project Description; IMC 
 
See response to XIX.e), above; the Project will comply with government regulations related to 
solid waste such as Indio Municipal Code Section 51.47. Therefore, no impact will occur. 
 

d) Generate solid waste in excess of 
State or local standards, or in excess 
of the capacity of local infrastructure, 
or otherwise impair the attainment of 
solid waste reduction goals? 
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XX. WILDFIRE – If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very 
high fire hazard severity zones, would the project: 
a) Substantially impair an adopted 
emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

    

Source(s): CalFire 
 
CalFire identifies areas of Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones (VHFHSZ) within local 
responsibility areas (LRA) and State Responsibility Areas (SRA). Mapping of the VHFHSZ is 
based on data and models of potential fuels over a 30- to 50-year time horizon and their 
associated expected fire behavior and expected burn probabilities which quantifies the 
likelihood and nature of vegetation fire exposure (including firebrands) to buildings. The Project 
site and the surrounding area are located in a non-VHFHSZ LRA, and not in a SRA. The 
nearest VHFHSZ and SRA are well outside the Project boundaries, in the southwest portion of 
the City of La Quinta (CalFire). Since the Project site is not located in or near SRA or land 
classified as VHFHSZ, the Project would have no impact.  
 
b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and 
other factors, exacerbate wildfire 
risks, and thereby expose project 
occupants to pollutant concentrations 
from a wildfire or the uncontrolled 
spread of a wildfire? 

    

Source(s): See response XX.a), above 
 
See response XX.a) above; the Project would have no impact. 
 

c) Require the installation or 
maintenance of associated 
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water sources, 
power lines or other utilities) that may 
exacerbate fire risks or that may result 
in temporary or ongoing impacts to 
the environment? 

    

Source(s): See response XX.a), above 
 
See response XX.a) above; the Project would have no impact. 
 

d) Expose people or structures to 
significant risks, including downslope 
or downstream flooding or landslides, 
as a result of runoff, post-fire slope 
instability, or drainage changes? 

    

Source(s): See response XX.a), above 

See response XX.a), above; the Project would have no impact.  
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XXI. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE  

a) Does the project have the 
potential to substantially degrade the 
quality of the environment, 
substantially reduce the habitat of a 
fish or wildlife species, cause a fish 
or wildlife population to drop below 
self-sustaining levels, threaten to 
eliminate a plant or animal 
community, substantially reduce the 
number or restrict the range of a rare 
or endangered plant or animal or 
eliminate important examples of the 
major periods of California history or 
prehistory? 

    

Source(s): Above checklist 
 
The Project site is located in a developing area consisting of the existing Avenue 50 and cross 
streets, residential and commercial structures, and disturbed open area. As discussed in the 
preceding analysis, impacts resulting from implementation of this Project will not result in a 
significant impact regarding any of the environmental issues evaluated with the implementation 
of mitigation measures. Thus, the Project will not substantially degrade the quality of the 
environment. 
 
As discussed in responses IV.a) through IV.f), Project implementation will not substantially 
reduce fish or wildlife species, or threaten or eliminate plant or animal species. The Project site 
is not located within a CVMSHCP Conservation Area. No riparian habitat or other sensitive 
natural community was observed in the Project site or within its proximity. No wetlands occur 
within or in proximity to the Project site. The Project contains low quality habitat that may 
provide habitat for special status species in addition to trees and vegetation used by migratory 
birds. However, potential impacts to the special-status burrowing owl, Coachella Valley round-
tailed squirrel, and nesting migratory birds will be reduced to less than significant levels through 
the incorporation of mitigation measures MM BIO 1, MM BIO 2, and MM BIO 3.  
 
The Project will not eliminate important examples of major periods of California history or 
prehistory. As is discussed above in responses V.a) through V.c), no historic-period or 
archaeological resources were found on the Project site. However, potential impacts to 
unidentified cultural resources may occur. Therefore, through implementation of MM CR 1, 
MM CR 2, and MM TCR 1, the Project will not result in a significant impact to cultural resources 
or eliminate historical or pre-historical examples. 
 
For the reasons stated above, the Project’s impacts will be less than significant with 
mitigation. 
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b) Does the project have impacts that 
are individually limited, but 
cumulatively considerable? 
("Cumulatively considerable" means 
that the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed 
in connection with the effects of past 
projects, the effects of other current 
projects, and the effects of probable 
future projects)? 

    

Source(s): Above checklist 
 
The Project will not have any impacts that are individually limited but cumulatively considerable. 
Moreover, the Project will not result in any significant impacts with the implementation of 
mitigation measures. 
 
The Project will construct Avenue 50 within the Project site to its Mobility/Circulation Element 
designated ultimate width as per the General Plans of the City of Indio and City of La Quinta, 
and is therefore consistent with local and regional transportation plans. The Project’s air quality 
emissions do not exceed established thresholds of significance (Table II-A – Estimated Daily 
Construction Emissions) and as discussed in response III.a), above, the Project is consistent 
with the AQMP. As discussed in response IV.f), above, the Project is consistent with the 
CVMSHCP. The Project adheres to all other applicable Indio and La Quinta land use plans and 
policies, and as discussed in response XVII.b), above, the Project would result in a net 
reduction of VMT within a 10-mile radius from the Project site. As discussed in response XIV.a), 
above, the Project is not considered growth-inducing as defined by State CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15126.2(d) and will not induce either directly or indirectly, population and housing 
growth beyond what is envisioned in the IGP and LQGP. For these reasons, the Project does 
not have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable, and impacts in this 
regard will be less than significant. 
 
c) Does the project have 
environmental effects which will 
cause substantial adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or 
indirectly? 

    

Source(s): Above checklist 
 
The Project will not have the potential for direct or indirect substantial adverse impacts on 
human beings with implementation of MM NOI 1 through MM NOI 4 and MM TRAFFIC 1, and 
further environmental analysis is not required. Therefore, impacts will be less than significant 
with mitigation. 
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EARLIER ANALYSIS/DOCUMENTS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE 
Section 15150 of the State CEQA Guidelines permits and encourages an environmental 
document to incorporate, by reference, other documents that provide relevant data. The 
documents summarized below are incorporated by reference, and the pertinent material is 
summarized throughout this Initial Study, where that information is relevant to the analysis of 
potential impacts of the Project. All documents incorporated by reference are available for 
review at, or can be obtained through, the City of Indio Planning Department. 
 
IGP City of Indio, City of Indio General Plan, September 2019. (Available at 

https://www.indio.org/departments/community-development-
department/general-plan-2040/general-plan-2040-documents , accessed 
May 2, 2024.)  

IGP FEIR City of Indio, Final Environmental Impact Report for the City of Indio 
General Plan Update, Indio, California, SCH# 2015081021, June 2019. 
Accessed January 2020.) 

IMC City of Indio, Municipal Code, current through February 21, 2024. 
(Available at https://www.amlegal.com/codes/client/indio_ca/, accessed 
May 2, 2024.)  

LQGP City of La Quinta, City of La Quinta General Plan, amended on November 
19, 2013. (Available at https://www.laquintaca.gov/business/design-and-
development/planning-division/2035-la-quinta-general-plan, accessed 
May 2, 2024.) 

LQGP EIR City of La Quinta, City of La Quinta General Plan Environmental Impact 
Report, Adopted February 19, 2013. (Available at 
https://laqlaserweb.laquintaca.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=104281&dbi
d=1&repo=CityofLaQuinta and City of La Quinta.) 

LQMC City of La Quinta, City of La Quinta Municipal Code, adopted February 
20, 2024. (Available at 
https://library.municode.com/ca/la_quinta/codes/municipal_code, 
accessed June 2024.) 

 
REFERENCES 
 
Cited As: Source: 
AB 52 California State Legislature, Assembly Bill No. 52, September 25, 2014. 

(Available at 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320
140AB52, accessed May 5, 2024). 

AE(a) Applied EarthWorks, Inc., Cultural Resource Investigation for the Avenue 
50 Improvements Project in the City of Indio, Riverside County, California. 
June 2025. (Appendix C) 

AE(b) Applied EarthWorks, Paleontological Technical Memorandum for the 
Avenue 50 Improvements Project in the Cities of Indio and La Quinta, 

https://www.indio.org/departments/community-development-department/general-plan-2040/general-plan-2040-documents
https://www.indio.org/departments/community-development-department/general-plan-2040/general-plan-2040-documents
https://www.amlegal.com/codes/client/indio_ca/
https://www.laquintaca.gov/business/design-and-development/planning-division/2035-la-quinta-general-plan
https://www.laquintaca.gov/business/design-and-development/planning-division/2035-la-quinta-general-plan
https://laqlaserweb.laquintaca.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=104281&dbid=1&repo=CityofLaQuinta
https://laqlaserweb.laquintaca.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=104281&dbid=1&repo=CityofLaQuinta
https://library.municode.com/ca/la_quinta/codes/municipal_code
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140AB52
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140AB52
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California. January 31, 2025. (Appendix F) 

APU Indio Subbasin GSAs, Indio Subbasin Water Management Plan Update 
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act Alternative Plan. December 
2021. (Available at http://www.indiosubbasinsgma.org/, accessed June 
28, 2024.) 

AQMP South Coast Air Quality Management District, 2022 Air Quality 
Management Plan, 2022. (Available at 
https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/clean-air-plans/air-quality-
management-plans/2022-air-quality-management-plan/final-2022-
aqmp/final-2022-aqmp.pdf?sfvrsn=16, accessed June 2024.) 

CalFire California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, Fire Hazard 
Severity Zones in State Responsibility Area. (Available at https://calfire-
forestry.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=988d431a42
b242b29d89597ab693d008, accessed May 2, 2024.) 

Caltrans California Department of Transportation, List of eligible and officially 
designated state scenic highways, August 2019. (Available at 
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/design/lap-landscape-architecture-and-
community-livability/lap-liv-i-scenic-highways, accessed May 2, 2024.) 

Caltrans 2016 California Department of Transportation, Statewide Agreement for 
Caltrans for Reuse of Aerially Deposited Lead-Contaminated Soils, 
Department of Toxic Substances Control – Fact Sheet, March 2016. 
(Available at https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-
media/programs/environmental-analysis/documents/env/f0004055-
caltrans-fs-a11y.pdf, accessed July 17, 2025.) 

Caltrans 2019 California Department of Transportation, Guidelines for Selecting 
Materials and Standard Special Provisions for Traffic Striping and 
Pavement Marking, Version 3.0, October 2019. (Available at 
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-
media/programs/engineering/documents/mets/striping-guideline-a11y.pdf, 
accessed July 17, 2025.) 

CARB California Air Resources Board, State and Federal Standard Area 
Designations webpage, 2023. (Available at 
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/maps-state-and-federal-
area-designations, accessed June 2024.) 

CCR 8 California Code of Regulations, Title 8. (Available at 
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCode
ofRegulations?guid=ICBC28DB0D47911DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE&origin
ationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Def
ault)&bhcp=1, accessed June 2024.) 

http://www.indiosubbasinsgma.org/
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/design/lap-landscape-architecture-and-community-livability/lap-liv-i-scenic-highways
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/design/lap-landscape-architecture-and-community-livability/lap-liv-i-scenic-highways
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/environmental-analysis/documents/env/f0004055-caltrans-fs-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/environmental-analysis/documents/env/f0004055-caltrans-fs-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/environmental-analysis/documents/env/f0004055-caltrans-fs-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/engineering/documents/mets/striping-guideline-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/engineering/documents/mets/striping-guideline-a11y.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/maps-state-and-federal-area-designations
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/maps-state-and-federal-area-designations
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=ICBC28DB0D47911DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=ICBC28DB0D47911DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=ICBC28DB0D47911DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=ICBC28DB0D47911DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
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CCR 13 California Code of Regulations, Title 13. (Available at 
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCode
ofRegulations?guid=I143B9530D46811DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE&originat
ionContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Defau
lt), accessed June 2024.) 

CCR 22 California Code of Regulations, Title 22. (Available at 
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCode
ofRegulations?guid=I6F56A7E1D4B611DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE&origina
tionContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Defa
ult), accessed May 2, 2024.) 

CCR 26 California Code of Regulations, Title 26. (Available at 
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCode
ofRegulations?guid=I5B751C00D44F11DEB97CF67CD0B99467&origina
tionContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Defa
ult), accessed May 2, 2024.) 

CDTFA(a) California Department of Tax and Fee Administration, Motor Vehicle Fuel 
10 Year Reports, 2024. (Available at https://www.cdtfa.ca.gov/taxes-and-
fees/spftrpts.htm, accessed March 7, 2025.) 

CDTFA(b) California Department of Tax and Fee Administration, Taxable Diesel 
Gallons 10 Year Report, 2024. (Available at 
https://www.cdtfa.ca.gov/taxes-and-fees/spftrpts.htm, accessed March 7, 
2025.) 

CFR Code of Federal Regulations, Title 49, October 2012. (Available at 
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2012-title49-vol2/pdf/CFR-2012-
title49-vol2.pdf, accessed May 2, 2024.) 

CGP State Water Resources Control Board, National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit for Stormwater Discharges 
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CFR Code of Federal Regulations 

CCR California Code of Regulations 

CEQA California Environmental Quality Act 

CESA California Endangered Species Act 

CGP Construction General Stormwater Permit 

CHSC California Health and Safety Code 

CNEL  Community Noise Equivalent Level 

CNDDB California Natural Diversity Database 
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Project Avenue 50 Improvements from Jefferson Street to Botella Place 
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ROW Right-of-way 
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SCAG Southern California Association of Governments 
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Avenue 50 Improvement Project from Jefferson Street to Botella Place
Figure 5 - Potential Right-of-Way Aquisition
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Figure 7 - Farmland Map
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Avenue 50 Improvement Project from Jefferson Street to Botella Place
Figure 8 - Small Mammal Burrow Locations

Source: SWCA
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Avenue 50 Improvement Project from Jefferson Street to Botella Place
Figure 9 - EnviroStor Map

I

LEGEND



Figure 10 - FEMA FIRM Map
Sources: FEMA NFHL
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